
BY RICHARD KELLER

The unmistakable figure of 
Dusty Baker stands out in 
any Giants’ family photo. His 

commanding presence and wide, 
welcoming smile make him instantly 
recognizable to Giants’ fans of all ages. 
His record-breaking 10-year term as 
Giants manager is so well-documented, 
you feel like there’s nothing about him 
that you don’t already know.

But if you’re looking to find some of 
the missing deets, picture yourself sit-
ting with Baker in a boat on a lake, your 
fishing lines dangling into the water. Ask 
a few questions, sit back and listen. Let 
him tell it.

To start with, how did a guy born 
Johnnie B. Baker, Jr. come to be known 
as Dusty? “There’s a longstanding debate 
in my family about whether it was my 
mother Catherine or my aunt Loreena 
who first called me that. It came about 
because as a boy, I liked playing around 
in the dirt all the time,” he said. “At first 
it was only my name at home. The neigh-
bors, my classmates, the guys I played 

sports with all called me Johnnie B. But 
eventually, everyone picked up on Dusty, 
and the name stuck.”

If the female members of the Baker 
clan were responsible for his renaming, 
it was the male side who introduced him 
to his all-time favorite pastime. “I grew 
up fishing with my dad. It’s what we did 
on Saturdays. We fished for the meat, 
as well as the sport. With so many lakes 
and rivers around us, in Riverside and in 
Sacramento, we were never at a loss for 
places to fish,” he said. “I always feel a 
great sense of peace when I’m out on the 
water. Oftentimes during my managing 
days, I’d find a place to sit and cast my 
line, and work out the next day’s lineup 
while I waited for a bite.”

Baker was always sports-minded, but 
unlike many of his contemporaries, he 
didn’t harbor fantasies about playing 
Major League baseball. “My favorites list 
as a teenager was basketball, football, 
track, and then baseball. Where I grew 
up in Riverside, you played everything. 
Baseball was the sport you played in the 
summertime, nothing more,” said Baker. 
“The only difference about it was my dad 

was my Little League coach, so there was 
maybe a bit more incentive to play well 
in baseball because of that. He had also 
been Bobby Bonds’ coach, and I used to 
follow them around as a kid. I fell in love 
with baseball when I hurt my knee play-
ing basketball. I‘ve loved it more than I 
ever thought I could.”

A Southern California native, Baker 
naturally was a Dodgers fan at first. 
“Tommie Davis was my baseball hero 
growing up. That’s why I always wore 
number 12, to honor him,” he said. “I 
picked up on the Giants when they signed 
Bobby Bonds. In fact, we were working 
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BY SHARON ANDERSON

The for-site organization 
presents its highly 
anticipated new project 

Black Gold: Stories Untold. This 
innovative exhibition invites 

more than fifteen contemporary 
artists to reflect on the resilience, 
struggles and triumphs of African 
Americans who lived in California 
from the Gold Rush to the 
Reconstruction period following 
the Civil War (c. 1849-1877). Black 

Gold is located at the Fort Point 
National Historic Site, the only 
extant Civil War-era fort on the 
West Coast of the United States, 
and will be on view from June 6 to 
Nov. 2, 2025.

Dr. Hillary Kunins says role 
of health department and 
nonprofit partners is to 
‘protect and support’ street 
addicts in absence of safe 
consumption sites.
BY SUSAN DYER REYNOLDS

A few months ago, I received an anonymous 
message containing a recording of a Dec. 20, 
2023, phone meeting led by Dr. Hillary Kunins, 

Director of Behavioral Health Services and Mental 
Health SF, regarding harm reduction strategies for 
2024. Attendees included San Francisco Department 
of Public Health (SFDPH) employees and nonprofit 
providers funded by the city to handle harm reduction 
initiatives. The 45-minute meeting centers on the 
group’s support for harm reduction and worries that 
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Dusty Baker as an LA Dodger bats against the Yankees during the World Series at 
Yankee Stadium, October, 1977. PHOTO: FOCUS ON SPORT/GETTY IMAGES

Yinka Shonibare, CBE. Man Moving Up, 2022, Fiberglass mannequins, Dutch wax printed cotton textile, 
bespoke globe, brass, leather, paper, cotton, silk, steel, aluminum, and painted wood. 68 ⅞ x 87 ¼ x 76 ¾ in.
COURTESY OF THE ARTIST AND JAMES COHAN GALLERY, NEW YORK PHOTO: STEPHEN WHITE & CO

Dusty Baker reflects, part 1
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funding won’t be there for their budgets. 
Both SFPDH and nonprofit providers 
lament the attitudes of San Francisco 
residents toward drug users. Kunins, 
in particular, is defiant and passionate, 
apologizing for “getting emotional” at 
one point.

“The topic of public … open-air drug 
use feels like is a driving preoccupation 
for the city,” Kunins says. “There’s also 
the issue of open-air drug selling, which I 
know are not unrelated .… As a longtime 
progressive advocate in public health, I 
have been pretty silent about this because 
I have always felt it’s about stigma and it’s 
about prejudice, and we should be protec-
tors, and we are responsible for support-
ing people, and their public drug use is 
really a problem for other people.” Other 
people, meaning those who live and work 
in the city and see the carnage occurring 
on the streets, where two people per day 
die of drug overdoses. “I feel that we can’t 
get around saying something about this 
and obviously safe consumption is the 
solution and that can’t happen right now 
… this is also preoccupying us. I don’t 
have the specific answer but it’s been hard 
not to talk about this without having con-
sumption spaces .…”

Prior to her appointment by former 
mayor London Breed on Jan. 27, 2021, 
Kunins, an internist and addiction med-
icine physician, served as Executive 
Deputy Commissioner of Mental Hygiene 
at the New York City Department of 
Health and Mental Hygiene where she 
oversaw “strategic and equity-driven ini-
tiatives to improve the behavioral health 
of all New Yorkers — including children, 
youth and families, and people who are 
justice-involved, who are experiencing 
homelessness, who live with developmen-
tal challenges, and who use drugs.”

As Kunins speaks on the call of non-
profit providers, all of whom praise her 
profusely for her brave leadership (keep 
in mind, they are dependent upon her for 
their money), the rallying cry is to con-
tinue pushing harm reduction on a city 
that has grown weary of the kid-glove 
handling of public drug use and sales. 
“This has really been a difficult time, and 
I really appreciate this group. There’s so 
much stigma — I’m getting emotional, so 
sorry,” Kunins says. “Like, to the extent 
of which you all showed up at that last 
hearing is extremely important. We’re 
planning to open a crisis diversion unit 
at Geary and Hyde … we’ll be having a 
community meeting, and getting people 
who are supportive at that meeting is 
extremely helpful.” 

Eleana Binder, Public Policy Director at 
GLIDE’s Center for Social Justice, chimes 
in about funding worries for their harm 

reduction programs. Keep in mind that 
GLIDE had $18 million in revenue and 
total assets of $59.4 million for 2023, 
paying then-CEO Karen J Hanrahan over 
$805,000 in compensation. They also paid 
their retired late founder Cecil Williams 
over $285,000 and Chief People Officer 
Bernadette Robertson, over $250,000. 
GLIDE also paid over $1,300,000 to seven 
additional employees.

Beyond worrying about how much tax-
payer money her organization will receive, 
Binder asks, “How can we as providers 
partner with the city to make sure public 
health intervention is prioritized rather 
than some of the criminalization that has 
been ramping up? Thinking about public 
messaging to promote the positive things 
that are happening.” Kunins says things 
like site visits are occasionally used “stra-
tegically” and that there are “people on 
this call who have been in San Francisco 
much longer [than I have] and know how 
to move those needles.” (I’m sure there was 
no pun intended.)

Kevin Liu, who works on harm reduction 
for Tenderloin Neighborhood Development 
Corporation, asks about a request for pro-
posals (RFP) that went out to providers that 
could be up to $8 million. “Are there spe-
cific objectives attached to that we should 
know about?” Kunins laughs, “We are not 
allowed to talk about the RFP because it 
has been released, and it could be unfair to 
people not in this meeting who are poten-
tial applicants.” 

Kunins stresses that for all nonprof-
it partners, “providing syringe services 
and other drug use equipment is part of 
the fabric of what should be considered 
substance use services .…” She explains, 
“The way the syringe services are funded 
is that San Francisco Aids Foundation 
is the lead, and they subcontract with 
GLIDE, Saint James, Homeless Youth 
Alliance. So, the Friday night shift will be 
covered either by the San Francisco AIDS 
Foundation or GLIDE. We’re working 
that out now, but there will not be any 
loss of services or any funding that will 
be lost.” The Sierra Health Foundation 

grant to Saint James will be going away 
because Saint James is going away, some-
one reminds Kunins, and there was HEP 
C funding to Saint James that will also be 
sunsetting.

At times the call veers into an almost 
cult-like anger toward the community. 
“We very much realize the scrutiny and the 
evidenced harassment you and all your col-
leagues are experiencing and I just wanted 
to acknowledge that,” Dr. Jeffrey Hom, 
Director of Population Behavioral Health 
for SFDPH says, his voice shaking with 
anger. Wes Saver, Senior Policy Manager at 
GLIDE, chimes in, “I really hate that you 
all have to be so careful with your language 
around harm reduction — you shouldn’t 
have to make it your job to make other 
people feel good about being dangerously 
ignorant and wrong.” 

Kunins adds, “I’ve met with a smaller 
group of you about the language around 
harm reduction and the challenges that 
we, that I, am having in government,” she 
tells the group. “That it engenders very 
strong feelings in describing what that 
means as a strategy. If you all feel that we 
have stepped too far back from the term 
… I’ll say one more thing. I think people 
coming out and talking about their lived 
experiences as current or former users 
goes a long way in reaching the people we 
need to influence.”

Repeatedly, Kunins emphasizes the 
importance of having “clients” attend 
meetings and hearings, particularly before 
city officials, to sway them with their 
“lived experiences” because it is some-
times more effective than having people 
hear from nonprofits who receive mil-
lions in funding from the department. 
But Vitka Eisen, CEO of the controversial 
harm reduction nonprofit HealthRIGHT 
360, isn’t a fan of that idea. 

“Because we take a strong stance 
against coercive treatment, sometimes 
I try to use our contract to emphasize 
that we are motivated by care and not 
money,” she says. “I try to turn it on its 

head and say, ‘But wouldn’t we want that? 
It would drive more clients to us!’ But, of 
course, that’s not what we want because 
it’s not good care and it’s unsafe and it 
doesn’t work.” Eisen, who went through 
a 12-step program for her own addiction, 
tells Kunins that people who speak from 
lived experience “can be damaging … 
dismissive of things that are not 12-step. 
It can be a challenge.”

“As someone who is really outspoken 
about harm reduction … harm reduc-
tion, harm reduction, harm reduction 
… it’s really hard to get people to come 
in and talk about their experience. It’s 
no longer a war on drugs, it’s a war on 
science, and it makes me really crazy,” 
says Lydia Bransten, Executive Director 
of the Gubbio Project — but her real con-
cern is about money, money, money. “My 
question is around the opioid settlement 
funds … we have in the ‘23-24 budget 
$11,000 set forth for the wellness center 
and neighborhood security … can we 
have a conversation about what is happen-
ing there? Are you looking to fund those 
of us doing the work right now?” 

Bransten makes frequent media appear-
ances asking for funding. When a safe con-
sumption site in the Mission she counted 
on running didn’t open in 2023, she took 
to ABC7 News. “Those are people that are 
not sitting on the street. These are people 
who are able to rest .… But being able to 
translate that into funding has been really 
challenging,” Bransten told reporter Tara 
Campbell. “What we really need is … 
we need the San Franciscans who think 
that this organization is a value and that 
we’re doing work that matters and makes 
a difference for the people living on the 
street and the community we live in to 
support us.”

Bransten, a previous member of the 
Gubbio Project’s board, agreed to become 
its new director in 2021, stating she had 
“enough money in the nonprofit’s coffers 
to survive six months.”  As of Aug. 10, 
2022, Bransten listed a salary for herself 
of $80,398 and total salaries and other 
compensation as $427,528 — but total 
revenue was just $339,326, for revenue 
less expenses of negative $152,785. 

Toward the end of the call, Jennifer 
Friedenbach, CEO of the Coalition on 
Homelessness, offers her two cents and, 
surprisingly, makes the most sense of 
anyone. “It would be more effective and 
efficient to go where people are already 
receiving services …” she says, then 
rambles on about “potential” and “spaces 
being ignored” and “the political thing 
is to open a new space” and having 
“already existing spaces that they should 
figure out rather than opening new ones, 
“especially in light of this current budget 
situation.”
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Homeless people are seen as the city grapples with fentanyl issues, Feb. 26, 2024. 
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Arts & Entertainment

EARLY CALIFORNIA STATEHOOD 
AND THE CONTRIBUTION OF BLACK 
INDIVIDUALS

This presentation was inspired in part 
by Gold Chains: The Hidden History of 
Slavery in California, a public education 
campaign produced by the ACLU of 
Northern California, one of FOR-SITE’s 
community partners. During this time 
in history, California decried slavery 
and gained statehood with the Union as 
a “free” state. Simultaneously, the state’s 
official government policies allowed 
the very practices they claimed to be 
against. As a result, African Americans 
toiled as slaves in gold mines during 
the Gold Rush and beyond. During 
this time of struggle, the successes of 
Black entrepreneurs, and the experienc-
es of African American Army regiments 
known as the Buffalo Soldiers created 
and contributed to cultural, social and 
political environments. Illustrating these 
contributions are artists including Akea 

Brionne, Demetri Broxon, Adrian L. 
Burrell, Adam Davis, Cheryl Derricotte, 
Carla Edwards, Mildred Howard, Sir 
Isaac Julien CBE, Tiff Massey, Umar 
Rashid, Trina M. Robinson, Alison 
Saar, Yinka Shonibare CBE, Bryan Keith 
Thomas, Cosmo Whyte, Hank Willis 
Thomas, and the artists of Creativity 
Explored.

BLACK GOLD HIGHLIGHTS
Artist Trina M. Robinson explores 

the relationship between memory and 
migration through film, installation, 
print media and archival materials. A 
newly-commissioned 16 millimeter 
film tells the story of Brigadier General 
Charles Young (1864-1922) who was 
born a slave and went on to lead a compa-
ny of Buffalo Soldiers in San Francisco’s 
Presidio, and became the first Black U.S. 
National Park Superintendent.

British artist Yinka Shonibare contrib-
uted a large-scale sculpture Man Moving 
Up (2022). An adult male burdened by 
suitcases climbs a golden-railed stair-
case in a symbol of struggle toward 

upward mobility. The figure is also a 
symbol of renewed place, and seeking 
an improved home. As a symbol of 
the Great Migration, Black Americans 
left the rural South to the North seek-
ing economic and social justice. The 
Victorian-style costume is a symbol of 
the Jim Crow era when segregation and 
economic disenfranchisement placed 
new challenges on the African American 
population.

 Oakland artist Demetri Broxton’s 
ornate hand-stitched beaded portrait 
celebrating Black whaling ship captain 
and Bay Area civic leader William T. 
Shorey (1859-1919) and his family, his 
largest textile piece to date, will be on 
display measuring three feet across by 
five feet tall. The family portrait floats in 
front of waves of blue and green beads. 
Each figure is embellished with cowry 
shells of a type once used for protection 
by the Yoruba people of Nigeria and 
for the purchase of humans during the 
Transatlantic Slave Trade.

Tulsa-based artist Adam Davis will 
create new tintype portraits during the 

run of the exhibition, linking past and 
present through an early photograph-
ic approach popular among Civil War 
soldiers.

ART IN CONVERSATION  
WITH AN HISTORIC SITE

Fort Point National Historic Site was 
a former military fortification locat-
ed beneath the south anchorage of the 
Golden Gate Bridge. The area was con-
structed to protect San Francisco’s har-
bor from potential naval threats as the 
region became rich with the discovery of 
gold. Completed in 1859, the fort never 
saw active military engagement. Today 
it is preserved as a part of the Golden 
Gate National Recreation Area, which is 
managed by the National Park Service. 

“Black Gold: Stories Untold” is exhib-
iting June 6 – Nov. 22, at the Fort Point 
National Historic Site, 201 Marine Dr.

Sharon Anderson is an artist and writer in 
Southern California. She can be reached 
at mindtheimage.com

Anderson,
continued from cover

Adam Davis. Jantae Spinks Holding Family Portrait, Los Angeles, CA, 2021 Tintype 
on lacquered aluminum. 5 x 4 in. COURTESY OF THE ARTIST AND FOR-SITE, SAN FRANCISCO

Demetri Broxton. He Who Stands at the 
Crossroads, 2024. Japanese & Czech 
glass beads, sequins, cowrie shells, 
quartz, brass elements, 24k gold-plated 
brass, pressed glass, Swarovski crystal, 
wooden beads, rayon chainette, wool, 
serigraph printed on Japanese sateen 
cotton, mounted on birch board. 40 x 
15 in. COURTESY OF THE ARTIST AND PATRICIA SWEETOW 

GALLERY, LOS ANGELES
Exhibition curator and FOR-SITE founder Cheryl Haines COURTESY OF FOR-SITE, SAN FRANCISCO 

PHOTO: JAN STÜRMANN

Fort Point with Golden Gate Bridge above PHOTO: WILL ELDER

Hank Willis Thomas. Solidarity, 2023 
Patinated bronze. Approximately 86 
¾ x 24 ¾ x 36 ¾ in. COURTESY OF THE 

ARTIST AND FOR-SITE, SAN FRANCISCO

Portrait of Brigadier General Charles Young, 
March 21, 1916 PHOTO: LIBRARY OF CONGRESS
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BY JENNIFER GOTTLIEB-SHETRIT 

The year began with strong 
activity and renewed momentum 
across Bay Area real estate, despite 

persistently high interest rates. A buoyant 
stock market and optimism surrounding 
San Francisco’s new mayor Daniel Lurie 
helped drive robust activity in Q1. 
Butch Haze, a luxury agent at Compass, 
described, “There was a euphoria that 
took place with a new mayor, and it was 
palpable. January, right out of the gate, 
was one of the hottest markets we’ve seen 
in San Francisco in a long time, and yet 
rates hadn’t changed. We saw the stock 
market bustling, and it was electric.”

But by April, that momentum quickly 
shifted due to geopolitical headwinds, 
with fears over tariffs and stock market 
volatility affecting buyer confidence. The 
uncertainty hit the condo market partic-
ularly hard. And while turn-key houses 
in prime neighborhoods continued to 
attract strong interest, many condos — 
especially those in downtown high-rises 
— have struggled. “Buyers can deal with 
a bad market, and they can deal with a 
good market — but what they can’t deal 
with is uncertainty,” said Haze. 

DOWNTOWN AND MISSION BAY 
ATTRACT NEW INVESTMENT

Downtown San Francisco has taken 
some very harsh blows after the pandemic 
triggered a mass exodus of residents and 
office workers, leaving behind emptier 
streets, shuttered storefronts, and rising 
concerns about rampant crime and drug 

use. In the past five years, too many major 
retailers have pulled out, and commercial 
vacancy rates soared, creating a ripple 
effect that drained energy and confidence 
from the city.

This year, however, there have been 
signs of promising growth in both San 
Francisco’s retail and office sectors, bol-
stered by revitalization efforts from the 
city and other key stakeholders. Now, a 
growing segment of influential players and 
investors are eying these opportunities 
downtown and betting on its long-term 
future. “I think purchasing downtown is 
the most exciting real estate opportunity 
that’s been available in a long time,” said 
Haze. “The area was so beat up … but 
you can already see some of our ultra-high 
net worth clients investing into Jackson 
Square. That positive energy is going all 
through the SOMA area and the East Cut.” 

This renewed confidence is bolstered 
by significant corporate commitments. A 
recent report by CRE Daily noted that quar-
terly office leasing activity in San Francisco 
surged to a 10-year high in Q1 2025. 
Databricks announced a plan for a $1 billion 
investment in San Francisco over the next 
three years, including a new 150,000-square-
foot headquarters at One Sansome, accord-
ing to SF Chronicle. Other major players like 
JPMorgan Chase, Google and Anthropic 
are also expanding their footprints in the 
city. Most recently, Coinbase is negotiat-
ing a lease for a new 150,000-square-foot 
headquarters at Mission Rock, marking 
an emphasis on in-person operations after 
years of remote work. 

Retail is also experiencing a revival. New 

flagship stores from Zara and Nintendo are 
opening in Union Square, and Polo Ralph 
Lauren is opening in Jackson Square, 
signaling renewed interest in the city’s 
commercial corridors. Meanwhile, initia-
tives like the Vacant to Vibrant program, 
supported by a $1 million investment 
from Wells Fargo, aim to transform empty 
storefronts into thriving pop-up shops, 
injecting vitality into downtown streets, 
according to Axios San Francisco.

MISSION BAY’S RESURGENCE 
Mission Bay is similarly booming 

with revived energy, after an influx of 
new office leasing activity and restau-
rant openings this year. Once quiet and 
underdeveloped, the area is home to 
UCSF and Thrive City and is now quickly 
becoming a magnet for biotech, AI, and 
ambitious startups. The explosive growth 
of AI companies, led by OpenAI’s signif-
icant presence, has transformed Mission 
Bay’s landscape and office vacancy rates. 
OpenAi’s office policy of requiring in-of-
fice attendance five days a week is a 
bold move and reviving the former trend 

of in-office culture for tech employees. 
According to real estate firm Cushman & 
Wakefield in the SF Standard, the area’s 
office vacancy rate is 12.2%, significantly 
lower than the citywide average, and the 
neighborhood is commanding more than 
double the price per square foot rate com-
pared to office leases in FiDi and SoMa. 

Looking ahead, industry professionals 
seem optimistic that the market is poised 
for continued resilience and growth, espe-
cially now fueled by the most recent stock 
market rebound in May. Traditionally, the 
Bay Area’s real estate market starts to slow 
down in June but Haze suggests that this 
year’s summer market may be different. 
He observed, “I see an amazing adjust-
ment with buyers not being scared off by 
high interest rates and really understand-
ing that rates are going to come down and 
there are opportunities right now.” 

Jennifer Gottlieb-Shetrit is a realtor 
(CalDRE#: 02045019) at Compass serv-
ing the San Francisco Bay Area. She can 
be reached at Jen@JenniferShetrit.com or 
www.JenniferShetrit.com.

Real Estate
The Observer    Looking Up

From uncertainty to opportunity

STEVE PROEHL/GETTY

Fare Increases as of July 1, 2025

M

A

A

Full Fare Single Ride  
(Clipper® & MuniMobile®)

Clipper START Single  
Ride Fare (Clipper®)

Cable Car Single Ride    
(All payment forms)

One-Day Pass 
(No Cable Car) - Adult   
(MuniMobile®/Farebox)

Senior/People with 
Disabilities Single Ride   
(Clipper® & MuniMobile®)

Adult “M” Monthly Pass  
(Clipper®)

Adult “A” Monthly Pass   
(+ BART within SF, Clipper®)

$2.85

$1.40

$5.70

$1.40

$9.00

$86.00

$104.00

       311 Free language assistance / 
免費語言協助 / Ayuda gratis con el idioma / 
Бесплатная помощь переводчиков / 
Trợ giúp Thông dịch Miễn phí / Assistance 
linguistique gratuite /   無料の言語支援 / 
Libreng tulong para sa wikang Filipino / 
무료 언어 지원 

All other fares remain unchanged.

SFMTA.com/Fares

Alert June 21 

Service Changes Start on June 21 
5 Fulton, 9 San Bruno and 31 Balboa 
will turn around on weekdays at             
Market Street where riders can transfer 
to buses or trains.

6 Hayes-Parnassus replaces the                     
6 Haight-Parnassus and 21 Hayes with 
a new route including portions of each.

Stop and route changes citywide.

       311 Free language assistance / 免費語言協助 / Ayuda gratis con el idioma / Бесплатная 
помощь переводчиков / Trợ giúp Thông dịch Miễn phí / Assistance linguistique gratuite /   
無料の言語支援 / Libreng tulong para sa wikang Filipino / 무료 언어 지원 

SFMTA.com/ServiceChanges               
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BY ERIN MAXWELL

In Ayn Rand’s The Fountainhead, 
architect Howard Roark stands 
as a symbol of individualism 

by rejecting conformity in favor of 
self-reliance, vision, and unshakable 
determination. But what happens when 
those ideals are warped? When the 
drive for power and money eclipses 
the urge to help the greater good? 
When one’s self-importance replaces 
true independence? Then you get 
Mountainhead.

Written and directed by Succession’s 
Jesse Armstrong, HBO’s Mountainhead 
follows four megalomaniacal billion-
aires who meet up for a boy’s weekend 
of skiing, poker, and mutual reinforce-
ment in an isolated mountain lodge, 
when all hell breaks loose in the free 
world, partially due to circumstances 
of their own making. Included in the 
collection of cash-holes are host Hugo 
“Soup” Van Yalk (Jason Schwartzman), 
the “Richest Man in the World” Venis 
(Cory Michael Smith), AI innovator 
Jeff (Ramy Youssef), and father figure 
Randall (Steve Carrell).

Venis is a Musk-esque figure with 
the White House’s ear and the social 
awareness of a bucket. He owns Traam, 
a social media platform with 4 billion 
users, whose latest update has sparked 
global political unrest due to his inabil-
ity to regulate its use. The platform’s 
content tools churn out deepfakes and 

fabricated news, flooding the world 
with misinformation, igniting political 
chaos, and fueling violent outbreaks on 
a global scale. 

Armstrong takes the already terri-
fying issue of disinformation and, like 
Thomas Paine, pushes it to a ludicrous 
and grim conclusion by handing global 
influence to sociopathic tycoons. As 
deepfakes and misinformation spiral, 
these detached plutocrats watch the 
chaos unfold through their screens, 
unable to tell what’s real. While the 
world burns outside their modernist 
mountaintop cage, each man schemes 
for what the others have, whether it’s 
control over AI, a key investment, or 
a shot at immortality. And since they 
have no moral issue with toppling econ-
omies or fueling mob violence, turning 
on one of their own over a business deal 
is no big leap.

At times, Mountainhead comes off as 
an absurdist riff on Jean-Paul Sartre’s 
No Exit for the Patrick Bateman sect. 
Overall, the execution as a four-hander 
plays well due to the tight, rhythmic 
cadence between the actors as the cast 
performs like a finely tuned, morally 
bankrupt machine. Each actor esca-
lates the cartoonish villainy to glorious 
heights, but there are times when their 
toxic masculinity and bro-culture men-
tality become wearisome to watch.

As a group, everyone brings some-
thing unique to the Silicon Valley 
scumbag soirée. Youssef plays the mor-

ally conflicted Jeff, while Schwartzman 
wrestles with the indignity of being 
the only mere millionaire in the room. 
Carell shines as the group’s “Papa Bear,” 
a dying man looking for the answers to 
immortality. But Smith steals the show 
as the delightfully unhinged Venis, a 
pseudo-Elon who cannot comprehend 
the world he manipulates.  

Mountainhead plays like a chilling 
what-if scenario that uncomfortably 
closely reflects the state of the modern 
world: a handful of oligarchs control the 
technology, which in turn shapes how 
the public consumes information, giv-
ing them unchecked power over society. 
Their devotion to wealth, influence, and 
the art of the flex far outweighs any con-
cern for humanity and its future. With 
the real-world threat of AI looming 
and the one-percenters tightening their 
grip, Armstrong makes a compelling 
case for revolution, populating his story 

with loathsome figures who radiate both 
charm and menace. And while he occa-
sionally pushes their portrayals into 
near buffoonery, the message remains 
loud and clear: this is the way the world 
ends, not with a bang but a fistbump. 

“Mountainhead” is streaming on HBO 
Max.

Arts & Entertainment
Film    Billionaires Behaving Badly

Review: ‘Mountainhead’ scales 
the modern media machine

PHOTOS: HBO
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COMPILED BY CHRIS HSIANG

Here is a list of the most pop-
ular books sold last month at 
Books Inc. in the Marina

HARDCOVER FICTION
1.	� Great Big Beautiful Life, by 

Emily Henry
2.	 James, by Percival Everett
3.	� Onyx Storm, by Rebecca 

Yarros

HARDCOVER NON-FICTION
1.	� Abundance, by Ezra Klein & 

Derek Thompson
2.	� Let Them Theory, by Mel 

Robbins
3.	� Notes to John, by Joan Didion

PAPERBACK FICTION
1.	� The Ministry of Time, by 

Kaliane Bradley
2.	� Remarkably Bright 

Creatures, by Shelby Van Pelt
3.	� Hello Beautiful, by Ann 

Napolitano

PAPERBACK NON-FICTION
1.	� The Wager: A Tale of 

Shipwreck, Mutiny and 
Murder, by David Grann

2.	� Sociopath: A Memoir, by 
Patric Gagne

3.	� Your Brain on Art: How 
the Arts Transform Us, by 
Susan Magsamen & Ivy Ross

YOUNG READERS
Young Adult: Sunrise on the 

Reaping, by Suzanne Collins
Middle Readers: London 

Calling: City Spies, vol. 6, by 
James Ponti

Picture Book: San Francisco: 
A Book of Numbers, by Ashley 
Evanson

Kid Graphic Novel:  The 
Cartoonists Club, by Raina 
Telgemeier & Scott McCloud

 
NEW AND NOTABLE RELEASES 

Atmosphere: A Love Story, 
by Taylor Jenkins Reid

Joan Goodwin has been 
obsessed with the stars for as 
long as she can remember. 
Thoughtful and reserved, Joan 
is content with her life as a pro-
fessor of physics and astronomy 
at Rice University and as aunt to 
her precocious niece, Frances. 
That is until she comes across 
an advertisement seeking the 
first women scientists to join 
NASA’s space shuttle program. 
Suddenly, Joan burns to be one 
of the few people to go to space.

As new astronauts become 
unlikely friends and prepare for 
their first flights, Joan finds a 
passion and a love she never 
imagined. In this new light, Joan 
begins to question everything 
she thinks she knows about her 

place in the observable universe.
Then, in December of 1984, 

on mission STS-LR9, it all 
changes in an instant. Fast-
paced, thrilling, and emotional, 
Atmosphere is Taylor Jenkins 
Reid at her best: transporting 
readers to iconic times and 
places, creating complex pro-
tagonists, and telling a passion-
ate and soaring story about the 
transformative power of love — 
this time among the stars.

 
Bury Our Bones in the 

Midnight Soil, by V.E. Schwab
This is a story about hun-

ger. 1532. Santo Domingo de la 
Calzada.

A young girl grows up wild and 
wily — her beauty is only out-
matched by her dreams of escape. 
But María knows she can only ever 
be a prize, or a pawn, in the games 
played by men. When an alluring 
stranger offers an alternate path, 
María makes a desperate choice. 
She vows to have no regrets.

This is a story about love. 1827. 
London. A young woman lives an 
idyllic but cloistered life on her 
family’s estate until a moment 
of forbidden intimacy sees her 
shipped off to London. Charlotte’s 
tender heart and seemingly impos-
sible wishes are swept away by an 
invitation from a beautiful widow 
— but the price of freedom is high-

er than she could have imagined.
This is a story about rage. 2019. 

Boston. College was supposed 
to be her chance to be some-
one new. That’s why Alice moved 
halfway across the world, leaving 
her old life behind. But after an 
out-of-character one-night stand 
leaves her questioning her past, 
her present, and her future, Alice 
throws herself into the hunt for 
answers … and revenge.

 
Murderland: Crime and 

Bloodlust in the Time of Serial 
Killers, by Claire Fraser

Indelibly mapping the lives 
and careers of Ted Bundy and 
his infamous peers in mayhem 
— the Green River Killer, the 
I-5 Killer, the Night Stalker, the 
Hillside Strangler, even Charles 
Manson — Fraser’s Northwestern 
death trip begins to uncover a 
deeper mystery and an overlap-

ping pattern of environmental 
destruction. At ground zero in 
Ted Bundy’s Tacoma stood one 
of the most poisonous lead, cop-
per, and arsenic smelters in the 
world, but it was hardly unique 
in the West. As Fraser’s investi-
gation inexorably proceeds, evi-
dence mounts that the plumes of 
these smelters not only sickened 
and blighted millions of lives 
but also warped young minds, 
including some who grew up to 
become serial killers.

A propulsive nonfiction thrill-
er that transcends true-crime 
voyeurism and noir mythology, 
taking readers on a profound 
quest into the dark heart of the 
real American berserk.

Chris Hsiang can help you 
find your next book at Books 
Inc., 2251 Chestnut St., 415-931-
3633, booksinc.net.

Arts & Entertainment

The Best of Books    Flying off the Shelves

The Marina Books Inc. best sellers 

MARTIN NEWMAN OFFICE
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San Francisco, CA 94123
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Rent-a-Rack and sell your clothes
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We just opened! 
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BY ERIN MAXWELL

Sisters Devon and Simone 
DeWitt aren’t exactly close these 
days. Ever since Simone scored 

a swanky gig as assistant to Michaela 
Kell, the activist wife of billionaire Peter 
Kell, she’s tossed her family on the back 
burner and effectively shut it off. Living 
on a luxurious compound surrounded 
by an army of staff bound by an iron-
clad NDA, Simone has long forgotten 
her struggling sister, their ailing father, 
and everything having to do with their 
emotionally wrought upbringing. 

Based on Molly Smith Metzler’s play 
Elemeno Pea, Netflix’s Sirens is a limit-
ed series exploring the complexities of 
familial bonds and the corrosive effects 
of privilege. Simone (Milly Alcock) 
works as a personal assistant to the 
controlling Michaela (Julianne Moore), 
spending her days catering to her boss’s 
every whim and her nights doting on 
billionaire boyfriend Ethan Corbin II 
(Glenn Howerton). But on the insular 
island of Martha’s Vineyard, everything 
falls under Michaela’s watchful gaze, 
something that doesn’t sit right with 
Simone’s estranged sister. 

Meghann Fahy plays Devon, a self-sab-
otaging mess determined to free her 
sister from Michaela’s grip. During an 
impromptu visit to the island to confront 
her sister, ghosts from their past resurface 
as key figures on the estate get caught in 
their orbit and pulled into their conflict.

As estranged sisters who reunite in 
Cape Cod’s bougie cousin for a seaside 
showdown, Alcock and Fahy share a 

chemistry that creates a portrait of a 
family shattered by mental illness and 
addiction. As Devon, the older sister 
who gave up her independence to raise 
her baby sister to the best of her abil-
ities, Fahy fully inhabits a woman on 
the brink: emotionally volatile, impul-
sive, and burdened by unresolved mental 
health issues. Alcock portrays Simone as 
the younger sister on the receiving end of 
much of that trauma, using her job as a 
socialite’s assistant as a means to escape. 
Together, they deliver a compelling por-
trait of two women shaped by damage, 
duty, and divergent paths to survival.

The supporting cast is stacked: Moore 
shines as the ultra-controlling Michaela, 
while Kevin Bacon plays her husband 
Peter, a laid-back billionaire who quiet-

ly tolerates his wife’s escalating frenzy. 
Howerton portrays a wealthy tycoon 
smitten with Simone despite a notori-
ous history of summer flings. Together, 
the supporting ensemble adds fuel to 
the dysfunction surrounding the sisters, 
deepening an already volatile dynamic.

Despite its powerhouse performanc-
es, Sirens falters with tonal inconsis-
tencies, veering from absurd comedy 
to emotional intensity. While it sets out 
to satirize the ultra-wealthy, the series 
never fully commits to its dark humor, 
offering only brief flashes of snark with-
out the follow-through. This inconsis-
tency extends to some of its characters, 
who feel more like narrative devices 
than fully realized people. As a result, 
some characters come off as caricatures, 

while the motivations of others are lost 
in the plot.

Sirens isn’t just a dramedy about the 
complicated bond between two sisters — 
it’s a meditation on the fragility of relation-
ships in general: marriage, work, lovers, 
parenthood, even that high school himbo 
who lingers past his due date. Though the 
series has issues concerning tonal shifts 
and character development, the themes of 
Metzler’s play remain sharp, relevant, and 
emotionally resonant. Sirens captures the 
chaos of personal connection, reminding 
us that even the most dysfunctional rela-
tionships are often rooted in love and the 
hope we can fix what’s broken — even if 
that broken might prove unfixable.

“Sirens” is streaming on Netflix.

TV    Sister Scrutiny

Review: ‘Sirens’ calls forth family dysfunction in a world of wealth

Arts & Entertainment

Restoring the public’s 
faith in government 
BY CATHERINE STEFANI

Over the past few months, rarely has a week 
gone by without a story detailing a new scan-
dal involving mismanagement of our nonprofit 

contracts. In early September of last year, an affordable 
housing nonprofit spent almost $500,000 on an incredibly 
flawed ballot measure that would have penalized small 
businesses as they continue to recover from the pandemic. 
In October, Positive Resource Center/Baker Places came 
to the city with a $4 million bailout request because they 
had become insolvent. This request was made just as the 
outgoing director of that nonprofit was thrown a lavish 
goodbye party at a luxury hotel downtown. It was later 
reported that Baker Places employed a city employee at 
a rate of $123,000 in addition to her $428,750 city salary.

The most egregious example of mismanagement was 
widely publicized this past fall. The San Francisco Con-
troller’s Office found the United Council of Human 
Services to be out of compliance on numerous fiscal 
and procedural agreements, raising doubts as to their 
leadership and effectiveness as a nonprofit. The shortlist 
of infractions includes UCHS improperly keeping rental 
revenue instead of turning it over to its fiscal sponsor, 
noncompliance with hiring processes, improper calcula-
tion of income for most tenants, and providing housing 
for ineligible applicants. 

BY SUSAN DYER REYNOLDS

“My office is well acquainted w/the victim + have 
been trying for many months to get her support from  
@SF_DPH”

— Aaron Peskin, five-term member and  
current president of the San Francisco Board  

of Supervisors, on Twitter

It was a loophole in San Francisco city code 
that allowed Aaron Peskin to run for his old Dis-
trict 3 supervisor’s seat after serving the maximum 

two consecutive terms from 2000 to 2008. Peskin 
realized there was nothing barring him from running 
nonconsecutively, so in 2015 he challenged the may-
oral appointed incumbent, Julie Christensen. Since 
the Marina Times covers District 3, my publisher rec-
ommended I interview both candidates and run them 

Business owner 
hosing homeless 
woman highlights 
city’s failures
Millions go to nonprofits, yet 
‘Q’ remained on the streets for 
years
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The Legion of Honor pres-
ents “Sargent and Spain,” the 
first exhibition to explore 

the influence of Spanish culture 
on American expatriate artist John 
Singer Sargent (1856–1925). In 
keeping with many artists of his era, 

the portrait painter sought inspi-
ration from Spanish painters. In 
his early 20s, he began a series of 
visits to the country during which 
time he created a significant body 
of work.

SARGENT, TRAVEL, AND THE 
SPANISH INFLUENCE
 Sargent was the definitive society 
portraitist of his era. His canvases 
bore a distinction for the individ-
uality he portrayed in his sitters 
and their opulent fabrics represented 
in loose, gestural brushstrokes. He 
was born in Florence to American 
parents and received an art educa-
tion in Rome, Florence, and Paris. 
Sargent  traveled to Spain from his 
homes in Paris (1874–82) and Lon-
don (1882–1925). His travels took 
him to Majorca, Madrid, Toledo, 
Cuenca, Seville, from Granada in the 
south to Camprodon and Santiago 
de Compostela in the north. Travel 
provided a wellspring of discovery 
and inspiration that complemented 
Sargent’s work. “Sargent and Spain” 
is organized in sections that trace the 
artist’s multifaceted approaches to 
portraying the landscape and culture 
of Spain.

BY SHARON ANDERSON

“You have to see the paintings 
with your own eyes. Prepare to be 
flabbergasted.”

— Art Critic Sebastian Smee,  
The Washington Post 

John Singer Sargent in Spain

SUPERVISOR, continued on 2

A commonwealth of great cinema
BY MICHAEL SNYDER

With so much acclaim 
earned by so many mov-
ies and actors from the 

United Kingdom, Ireland, Australia, 
India, South Africa, and New Zea-
land over the decades, it would be 
fair to say that British cinema isn’t 
just an acquired taste like certain 
traditional English culinary favorites. 
(Black pudding, anyone?) In fact, the 
annual Mostly British Film Festival 

is ongoing proof of the broad range, 
high quality, and universal appeal 
of new and vintage cinema from all 
of those English-language outposts 
beyond North America. Now in its 
15th go-round, the MBFF is back at 
San Francisco’s Vogue Theatre from 
Feb. 9–16 with a banquet of new fea-
ture films, documentaries, and shorts, 
as well as a few classics out of the 
vaults.
 The kick-off will be on the evening 
of Feb. 9 with a 5:30 p.m. reception 

followed by a 7:30 p.m. screening 
of Emily — a mix of biography and 
conjecture about Victorian author 
Emily Brontë, scripted and directed 
by Australian actress Frances O’Con-
nor, and featuring Anglo-French star-
on-the-rise Emma Mackey (Sex Edu-
cation, Eiffel) as Brontë. Closing out 
the festival on Feb. 16 will be a 7:30 
p.m. showing of The Lost King, a wry 
dramedy about the genuine 21st-cen-
tury search for the remains of King 

Supervisor    Opinion Art World    'Sargent and Spain'

City life
Patty Burness heads north to Tacoma.  p. 8

Michael Snyder on animals in urban America.  p. 9

Liz Farrell offers guidance for that important but  

difficult conversation about adult online material.  p. 10

February events
Valentine's Day events 
for you and yours; plus 
celebrate Black History 

Month, Chinese New Year, 
and more p. 4

Steven Love and Natascha McElhone in Carmen. PHOTO: COURTESY FALKUN FILMS / AIKEN HEART FILMS

John Singer Sargent's White Ships. IMAGE COURTESY OF THE FINE ARTS MUSEUMS OF SAN 

FRANCISCO

Pick us up 
anytime!*
Available at these locations:

Mayor HAL 9000
It’s time San Francisco really leads on city governance

BY JOHN ZIPPERER

“I keep coming back to the love thing, because I love you. . . . You’re married, but you don’t love your spouse. You don’t love your spouse, because your spouse doesn’t love you. Your spouse doesn’t love you, because your spouse doesn’t know you. Your spouse doesn’t know you, because your spouse is not me.”
—Bing’s Chatbot, to New York Times reporter  

Kevin RooseGoogle took it on the nose after its arti-ficial intelligence bot gave an incorrect answer during a live demo — and the company quickly lost billions of dollars in market value. The chatter class took to declaring that Microsoft and Bing might finally dethrone Google. But within days, Google executives must have been thrilled that Microsoft’s Bing got there first, because now the news is filled with stories about the very inappropriate and downright creepy things the Bing AI chatbot has been saying.From trying to break up the happy marriage of a New York Times reporter to fantasizing about stealing nucle-ar secrets or creating a pandemic, let’s just say the Bing 

BY SUSAN DYER REYNOLDS

On Jan. 29, 2020, I awoke to texts, emails, and calls from workers, City Hall insiders, and loyal readers of this column. Just 10 months prior I penned a piece about Mohammed Nuru, director of San Francisco’s Department of Public Works, and his history of corruption  under four mayors. That morning, Nuru had been arrested. “The complaint alleges corruption pouring into San Francisco from around the world,” said David Anderson, U.S. attorney for the Northern District of California, accusing Nuru of “corruption, bribery, kickbacks, and side deals.” In August 2022, Nuru was sen-tenced to seven years in prison. After Anderson went back to private practice, Stepha-nie Hinds, a 26-year veteran of the agency, took charge, continuing the corruption investigation in Anderson’s footsteps, though not with the same tenacity. Now the Biden administration (at the urging of Senator Dianne Feinstein) has chosen its own nominee, Har-vard-trained former prosecutor turned criminal defense lawyer Ismail “Izzy” Ramsey, to take over the role of Northern California’s top prosecutor. Since former mayor Willie Brown has bragged often about his close relation-ships with Feinstein and now-Vice President Kamala Harris, it seems likely Brown whispered Ramsey’s name in Feinstein’s ear.

Ramsey the ringer
Close ties with City Family could derail corruption probe
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issue when plausibility is assured. That may explain why so many recent movies and television pro-grams are based on actual events and real people, and are touted as such in the credits. Many of these docudramas come with the caveat that certain plot elements and characters have been 

changed, combined, or embellished for dramatic purposes. But playing a little fast and loose with the facts doesn’t diminish the entertainment value provided by a pair of recent, engrossing miniseries from Britain — both ripped from the headlines and both featuring a noted and com-pelling lead actor. Although each series involves genuine or presumed mortal peril, they are markedly different in tone. Stonehouse is a dryly amusing take on English politician John Stone-house, who faked his own death in 1974. Far more harrowing, Litvinen-ko addresses the fatal 2006 poison-ing of a former Russian spy who had become a British citizen and follows the police as they investigate the circumstances of the murder and search for the responsible parties.
‘STONEHOUSE’ With versatile leading man Mat-thew Macfadyen (Succession, Ripper Street) playing the title character, Stonehouse — a tidy three-episode production that’s available stateside on the BritBox streaming service — doesn’t simply offer a portrait of one man’s arrogance, amorality, self-de-

BY MICHAEL SNYDER

A s much as fiction can reveal about the human condition, the account of a true story — especially one inspired by an uncommon situation — can have deeper impact by virtue of ver-ity. Suspension of disbelief is not an 

When truth elevates drama

POLITICS AS USUAL, continued on 2

‘Kehinde Wiley: An Archaeology of Silence’ premieres at the de Young
BY SHARON ANDERSON 
“That is the archaeology I am unearthing: The specter of police violence and state control over the bodies of young Black and Brown people all over the world.” 

— Kehinde Wiley

P ortrait painter Kehinde  Wiley’s An Archaeology of Silence is a new, monumen-tal body of work having its U.S. premiere at the de Young. The 26 works stand as elegies and monu-ments to young Black people all over 

the world killed in acts of systemic violence. Black bodies are rendered in lush, baroque paintings and sculp-ture as a meditation created during the Covid-19 era and inspired by the Black Lives Matter movement.

Politics as Usual    Opinion Michael Snyder on … Television

What's next for San Francisco?Bay Area Council's Lunar New Year Spring Festival 
Celebration hosts dialog on Asia-Pacific relations.  p. 8Liz Farrell shares a wish list for keeping families  in the city.  p. 10Madison Farrell says what teens wish parents knew.  p. 10

March events
This month, enjoy  Stevie Nicks, the Chocolate Salon, ODC/Dance Film Screening, Irish-American Festival, and more p. 4

Kehinde Wiley's The Death of Hyacinth (Ndey Buri Mboup). PHOTO: UGO CARMENI / COURTESY KEHINDE WILEY AND FAMSF

Emer Heatley and Matthew Macfadyen in Stonehouse. PHOTO: COURTESY ITV

LOCAL BUSINESSES
Albertino’s ................................. 1897 Lombard St.
Alioto-Lazio Fish Co .................... 440 Jefferson St.
Avotoasty ........................................1796 Union St.
Blue Fog Market............................2567 Gough St.
Books Inc. ................................. 3515 California St.
Books Inc. .................................. 2251 Chestnut St.
Browser Books ........................... 2195 Fillmore St.
Capri Motel ..............................2015 Greenwich St.
Coffee Roastery ......................... 2331 Chestnut St.
Coffee Roastery ..............................2191 Union St.
Coventry Inn .............................. 1901 Lombard St.
Cow Hollow Inn ......................... 2190 Lombard St.
Dad & Sons Market .................... 3218 Fillmore St.
Days Inn ..................................... 2358 Lombard St.
Dr. Treat ..........................................1898 Union St.
Earthbar ..................................... 2234 Chestnut St.
Epicurean Trader............................1909 Union St.
Equator Coffees ......... Gatehouse, Fort Mason Center
Flax Art & Design ........ Bldg. D, Fort Mason Center
Fort Mason Market & Deli ......1701 Greenwich St.
Golden Gate Market Deli & Liquor ....2767 Lombard St.
Goody Cafe ....................Bldg. C, Fort Mason Center
Graffeo Coffee Roasting Co. .. 735 Columbus Ave.
Hollow Cow Market ..................... 3165 Steiner St.
Hotel del Sol ................................3100 Webster St.
Howard Johnson’s ..................... 1940 Lombard St. 

Infinity Hotel ............................. 2322 Lombard St.

Loving Cup ......................................2201 Union St.
Luke’s Local Grocery ......................2190 Union St.
Mayflower Market ..................... 2498 Fillmore St.
Michaelis Wine & Spirits ...............2198 Union St.
Moka Coffee .......................................1605 Polk St.
Museo Italiano .............Bldg. C, Fort Mason Center
NEON................................................1974 Union St.
Palmetto Superfoods ....................2150 Union St.
Peets Coffee ............................... 2080 Chestnut St.
Phil’s Electric Center ................. 2701 Lombard St.
Plumpjack Sport Pop-Up Shop 3207 Fillmore St.
Polk and Clay Liquor .........................1700 Polk St.
Postal Chase ...................................3053 Union St.
Radhaus ....................... Bldg. A, Fort Mason Center
Royal Ground Coffee .........................2216 Polk St.
Russian Hill Bookstore .....................2162 Polk St.
St. Francis Yacht Club ........................ 99 Yacht Rd.
Sotheby’s ................................... 2001 Lombard St. 
Surf Motel .................................. 2265 Lombard St.
Travel Lodge .............................. 1450 Lombard St.
Twisted Street Cafe .................. 2320 Lombard St.
Upfordayz Coffee, Tea & Juice ........1801 Polk St.
Witter Coin ................................ 2299 Lombard St.

LIBRARIES
Golden Gate Valley Library ........... 1801 Green St.
Marina Branch Library ............. 1890 Chestnut St.
Presidio Branch Library .......3150 Sacramento St.

*Check individual business hours for inside locations. 
For a complete list of locations please visit marinatimes.com/where-to-find-it
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BY SHARON ANDERSON

Bonnie Ora Sherk: Life Frames since 1970” is the first posthumous solo exhibition and first major survey in the Bay Area of the late artist’s work as an environmental educa-tor and landscape planner. From parklets to on-ramps, the exhi-

bition highlights Sherk’s seminal impact on reclaiming urban space for community engagement.

POP-UP URBANISM 
CREATOR

Sherk is recognized as a key fig-ure among the first generation of Conceptual Art and performance artists in California and the alter-

native or artist-run space move-ment of that era. Originally from Massachusetts, Sherk spent her formative years in New Jersey and moved to the West Coast in the late 1960s, where she enrolled in an MFA program at San Francisco State University. “Bonnie Ora Sherk: Life Frames since 1970” 

What gets extremists angry
BY JOHN ZIPPERER

 “Google, Google you can’t hide, we charge you with genocide.”—Pro-Palestinian Google employees protesting their own com-pany

“Goldie, Goldie you can’t hide, we charge you with genocide.”—Pro-Palestinian protesters outside Goldie, a Philadelphia Jewish restaurant

In the three months since the early October attack on Israel by Hamas, our already deeply divided country was divided even more deeply. The Bay Area was no exception. Right-wing antisemitism that has been tracked for years doesn’t surprise us, but many liberals were shocked to find that their friends further to their left were not only not supporting Israel but were actively urging its destruction.In October, The Guardian reported that a New York rally, “endorsed by members of the Democratic Socialists of America and promoted by the group’s New York chapter, attracted a crowd of more than 1,000. Some chanted ‘resistance is justified when people are occupied’ and there were reports of a Nazi emblem being shown and Israeli flags burned and trodden on.”Writing in Time, Charlotte Alter noted, “The national chapter of Students for Justice in Palestine called it ‘a historic win for the Palestinian resistance.’ A coalition of 34 Harvard student orga-nizations issued a statement saying they ‘hold the Israeli regime entirely responsible for all unfolding violence.’ . . . A Twitter 
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New year, new hopes
Liz Farrell faces 2024 with renewed focus on communicating with teenagers. p. 6

Garey De Martini offers a cautious glimpse at an improving real estate market in 2024, interest rates willing. p. 7

January events
Enjoy the Edwardian Ball, “Fashioning San Francisco” at the de Young, the Fog Design & Art Fair, MLK Day celebrations, and more.
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2023 Hypocrite 
Hill Awards 

It’s the Jews

Hypocrite Hill is more like 
Mount Everest for this year’s 
oxygen-deprived nominees
BY SUSAN DYER REYNOLDS

It may not come as a surprise, but several of the 2023 nominees for my second annual Hypocrite Hill Awards made the list in 2022. This year’s runner-up, however, isn’t an individual, but rather the nominee for Best Performance by an Ensemble Award, based on a promise I made last year.Here are the 2023 nominees for Hypocrite Hill:
BEST PERFORMANCE BY A LOBBYIST GROUP: SAN FRANCISCO BICYCLE COALITIONAfter years of calling out the San Francisco Bicycle Coalition for being political activists, the San Francisco Ethics Commission has finally reached the same con-clusion, fining the group, former Bicycle Coalition Advocacy Director Janice Li (now president of BART’s board of directors), and former Executive Director Brian Wiedenmeier for being unregistered lobbyists. Yet, the group continues to receive financial support from taxpayers via the SFMTA. In 2020, they were awarded $846,649 in noncompetitive, “sole source” contracts from the transportation agency. According to the San 

Emma Stone in Poor Things. PHOTO: COURTESY OF SEARCHLIGHT PICTURES © 2023 SEARCHLIGHT PICTURES, ALL RIGHTS RESERVEDTen movies that mattered in 2023BY MICHAEL SNYDER

Like the winds of winter and solstice celebrations, an annual best-of-the-year list from movie critics is inevitable as the calendar flips to January. So here’s a survey of my Top 10 live-action narrative feature films for 2023 — in alphabetical order. I couldn’t possibly see every release 

over the past 12 months, but of the ones I caught, these were standouts.
‘AMERICAN FICTION’

An impressive debut feature film from director and screen-writer Cord Jefferson, American Fiction delivers crackling satire in the context of an interpersonal dramedy. Mostly, it’s a spiky, funny, and savvy gander at the inescap-

able impact of racial stereotyping, social status, and public perception in the digital world. Jeffrey Wright is superb as Monk, an intellectual-ly evolved but self-important Black scholar and author from a well-to-do, yet dysfunctional background that plagues him. Monk’s career takes an unexpected turn when he cranks out a faux ghetto memoir 
SNYDER, continued on 5

Sitting Still 1, 1970 by Bonnie Ora Sherk. PHOTO: COURTESY FORT MASON CENTER FOR ARTS & CULTUREEco-artist Bonnie Ora Sherk’s groundbreaking work
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Proposition D and the illusion of action
BY JOHN ZIPPERER
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February features
TRAVEL: Patty Burness goes Walla Walla wine tasting. p. 8

MOMSENSE: Liz Farrell on grieving for a grandmother.  p. 10
REAL ESTATE: Garey De Martini onhome sales limbo. p. 11

Events and more
Love is in the air for Valentine’s Day
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Find more events online plus our annualvoting guide for the March 5 election.
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An ethical dilemma

A still from How to Please a Woman. PHOTO: COURTESY OF MOSTLY BRITISH FILM FESTIVAL

February film festival fever
BY MICHAEL SNYDER

Say what you will about San Francisco these days, but the city is one of the truly classic settings for movie and television projects, and the local love of cinema is ongoing — as seen in the parade of film festivals that grace the area. 

Mere weeks after we could enjoy the pleasures of the San Francisco Silent Film Festival and the Noir City festival, February welcomes two of the most anticipated annual events for discerning cineastes: the Mostly British Film Festival and the San Francisco Independent Film Festival.

MOSTLY BRITISH FILM FESTIVALThe 16th Mostly British Film Festival runs from Feb. 15–22 at its longtime venue, the Vogue Theater (3290 Sacramento Street). As usual, the MBFF presents a thoughtfully curated selection of new and occa-sionally vintage English-language 
SNYDER, continued on 5SNYDER, continued on 5SNYDER

presents the work of more than 50 fashion designers, from Balmain to Miyake, Valentino to McQueen, with the majority of ensembles to be displayed for 
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Free pass to harass
Ex-wife of Don Carmignani says jury got it wrong in acquittal of attacker Garret Doty, and she’s furious

BY SUSAN DYER REYNOLDS

When Garret Doty, a transient from Louisiana, was caught on security footage methodically grabbing two metal pipes, putting them together, taking practice swings, then chasing former fire commissioner Don Carmignani down the street to a Marina gas station, where he cornered him and nearly beat him to death, it seemed like an open and shut case. Enter San Francisco’s notoriously ideological jurors. Doty was acquitted, according to Mike Brophy, because he and his fellow jurors agreed that “Carmignani was “just a reprehensible character.” Outside the courtroom, Brophy, a 50-year-old tech worker who has lived in San Francisco about a decade, told the media, “We were all convinced the initial belligerent here was Carmignani … I really don’t like the feeling of my city trying to be an apologist for a known belligerent, a known vigilante.”Blaming the victim is a classic tactic by defense attor-neys, and Carmignani made it easy — footage of a man resembling him spraying homeless people with bear spray and a past that includes domestic violence made him unlikeable to say the least — however, Carmignani wasn’t on trial. In fact, Doty also has a domestic vio-lence arrest for strangulation from his hometown in 

The 16th Mostly British Film Festival runs from Feb. 15–22 at its longtime venue, the Vogue Theater (3290 Sacramento Street). As usual, the MBFF presents a thoughtfully 
-sionally vintage English-language 

, continued on 5

BY SUSAN DYER REYNOLDS

A new poll released by the Mark Farrell for Mayor campaign shows Farrell having the most first-choice votes among major candidates, and that after allocating votes to simulate the ranked-choice voting process, Farrell comes out on top against incumbent London Breed, 57% to 43%. According to the poll, Farrell leads all candidates at 23% with Breed at 21%, Levi’s heir and Tipping Point founder Daniel Lurie at 20%, and termed-out District 3 Supervisor Aaron Peskin at 17%. Termed-out District 11 Supervisor Ahsha Safaí comes in at 4%, behind “someone else” at 5% and 11% undecided.Granted, the poll is small and was commissioned by Farrell’s team, but the company that conducted it, Impact Research, has a long record of electing Democrats and beating incumbents. In fact, they’ve flipped more Republican-held congressional seats over the past 10 years than any other polling firm in the country (their win-loss rate on ballot initiatives is also impressive with 92 wins and just 10 losses). So why is Farrell resonating with San Franciscans? Perhaps another question from the poll holds at least part of the answer: 56% of those polled believe the city is headed in the wrong direction and that a drastic change in leadership is needed to get back on track.
ELECTION MATTERS, continued on 3

Peak TV
Erin Maxwell reviews ‘House of the Dragon,’ ‘The Boys’ and ‘Presumed 
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Why Mark Farrell’s 
message resonates with 
San Francisco voters

Installation of major commission by Kara Walker opens at SFMOMA
BY SHARON ANDERSON

SFMOMA’s Roberts Family Gallery is unveiling an installation by celebrated artist Kara Walker. The museum’s 

admission-free, street-level gallery is the location for the site-specific installation titled Fortuna and the Immortality Garden (Machine) / A Respite for the Weary Time-Traveler / Featuring a Rite of Ancient Intelligence 

Carried out by The Gardeners / Toward the Continued Improvement of the Human Specious / by Kara E-Walker. It opens on July 1, 2024, and will remain on view through May 2026.
ANDERSON, continued on 4

Kara Walker, Fortuna and the Immortality Garden (Machine), work in progress, 2023-2024; © KARA WALKER; PHOTO: 
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The greatest 
Giant of them all
BY RICHARD KELLER

When the news came on June 18 of Willie Mays’ death at age 93, the Bay Area reacted in classic fashion. Instinctively, fans from San Francisco and beyond converged at the corner of 3rd and King streets to lay flowers and messages at the statue of the “Say Hey Kid” that graces the entrance to Oracle Park.
Such tributes would have touched Mays to his heart because the statue had meant so much to him since its unveil-ing at the christening of the Giants’ new ballpark in the spring of 2000. Clearly overwhelmed, the 68-year-old legend said in his speech that day, “This is the kind of thing they usually do for somebody after they’re dead. To still be around for this and know it’s going to be here for years to come, I can’t help but be happy about it. I felt as a ballplayer, I had a chance to get into the Hall of Fame, but you never think of a statue. It’s never in your dreams.”Commissioned and paid for by the late 

Giants President Peter Magowan and his wife Debby, and carved by sculptor William Behrends, the nine-foot bronze statue, like its subject, is truly one-of-a-kind. Unlike those of Stan Musial in St. Louis and Roberto Clemente in Pittsburgh, which show each in his trademark batting stance awaiting the pitch, Mays is portrayed at the end of his swing, after he has sent a phantom ball into the distance, his right foot planted for one of his patented dashes around the bags.
In its essence, the statue captures the spirit of the reaction by the late Hall-of-Fame baseball scribe Bob Stevens to a rocket shot Mays smacked into the outfield gap during an All-Star Game in the ‘60s and stretched into a sliding triple. Wrote Stevens, “The only player who could have caught that ball hit it.”So true. In his 23 big-league seasons, Mays slugged 660 home runs, drove in 1,909 runs, stole 339 bases and batted .301 lifetime. He played in a record 24 All-Star Games (often as the leadoff hitter), earned 12 Gold Gloves, was NL Rookie of the Year in 1951, twice the NL MVP (1954 and ‘65), and was a first-bal-lot inductee into the Baseball Hall of Fame in 1979.

But those are just the stats. Former 

Giants teammate and fellow Hall-of-Famer Orlando Cepeda paints a more vivid picture of his longtime friend. “I played with Hank Aaron and against Roberto Clemente and Frank Robinson. But Willie had his own niche, a cut above the rest,” said the “Baby Bull.” “It was not only his hitting, fielding and throwing, but also Willie was the best baserunner I ever saw.”

In his retirement years, Magowan signed Mays to a lifetime contract as a Giants Ambassador. In that role, he wasn’t expected to be a statue. Rather, he kept a busy schedule, working with the team at Spring Training, regular-ly attending games during the season, visiting the minor league affiliates, and making appearances at civic functions 

Sports corner  Ode to 24
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out together on the day he signed with 
them. So then I started rooting for both 
teams, which isn’t easy to do. When our 
family moved up to Sacramento, that’s 
Giants’ country, and I couldn’t help being 
drawn into it, while still keeping a certain 
rooting interest in the Dodgers.”

When the teenaged Baker himself 
inked his first pro contract with the 
Atlanta Braves in 1967, it was at the 
height of the Vietnam War, when popu-
lar opinion about it was fading fast while 
any able-bodied male who wasn’t in 
school was subject to the military draft. 
“When I signed with the Braves, they 

asked me to see one of their executives, 
an Army veteran, who encouraged me 
to join the National Guard, so I could be 
in and out of active duty in six months,” 
Baker recalled. “But those were the days 
when there was a lot of civic unrest and 
rallies against the war. And the National 
Guardsmen were the ones assigned to con-
front the people with whom I identified. So 
instead, I joined the Marines and served six 
years as a mechanic in the reserves.”

Juggling his baseball and military 
schedules was often demanding, but 
Baker found a way to work things out. 
“When you join the military, you’re on 
their schedule, so when your unit is 
called, you go, baseball or no baseball,” 
he related. “Sometimes when I came back 

from my service duty, my baseball skills 
would be a bit rusty, but fortunately there 
were players like my roommate Ralph 
Garr, who helped me get back in the 
swing of things, so to speak.”

Long before his military obligation 
ended, Baker was well on his way to a 
magnificent 17-year Major League play-
ing career that stands proudly alongside 
anyone of his era. Along with his .278 
lifetime batting average, he slugged 242 
homers, with 1,013 RBI and 137 stolen 
bases. His prime years were spent with the 
Braves and Dodgers, including the World 
Series ring he earned in 1981 with LA.

Toward the tail end, Baker spent the 
1984 season in the Giants outfield, bat-
ting .292 in 100 games. “It was a fortu-

nate thing for me to play a season back 
home, where my family, especially my 
dad, could drive to the game and watch 
me play,” he said. “Plus, it was great to 
get to play for Frank Robinson as our 
manager. We didn’t win as many games 
as we wanted to, but it was still a very 
worthwhile experience. Plus, getting to 
know (owner) Bob Lurie was a special 
part of it all.”

The hook-up with Lurie would prove 
to be the most beneficial for Baker in 
ensuing years. Though he had no way of 
knowing at the time, his ties to the Giants 
were just beginning.

Stay tuned for part 2 in the July issue. 
Comments: letters@marinatimes.com
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Dusty Baker played for the Atlanta Braves 1968-1975. PHOTO: LOUIS REQEUNA/MLB VIA GETTY IMAGES

Dusty Baker as a Dodger argues with the umpire after being called out at second 
base during a game against the Giants on June 29, 1980. PHOTO: ROBERT STINNETT/

MEDIANEWS GROUP/OAKLAND TRIBUNE VIA GETTY IMAGES

Dusty Baker congratulates Atlanta Braves teammate Hank Aaron after Aaron’s 
703rd home run, August 17, 1973. PHOTO: SPORTING NEWS VIA GETTY IMAGES
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