
Spaghetti time
Taking a cue from FDR and 
seeing what works
BY JOHN ZIPPERER

Note to myself: Stop making political pre-
dictions on stage. 

Last month, during a live political roundtable, 
I predicted that the voters of Chicago would elect the 
tough-on-crime candidate as their next mayor. I thought 
a city of famously pragmatic Democrats would say now 
is the time for cracking down on the crime that has 
smeared that city’s good name (at least on Fox News). 
But shortly after I made my public prediction, Windy 
City voters elected the other guy by a narrow margin. 
And who knows? Maybe he’ll have the magic solution. 
And if he doesn’t, he’ll be turfed by the voters like his 
predecessor.

If his plans don’t work, try something else. We might 
finally be starting to see that approach here in San Fran-
cisco.

Elsewhere in this issue, real estate columnist Garey 
De Martini shares feedback from real estate agents who 
fret that city leaders aren’t doing anything to address 
the quality of life problems in the city. The frustration is 
real, and I think it’s widespread — not just on the Wild 
West of NextDoor.com but in comments from neighbors 

BY SUSAN DYER REYNOLDS

When images of a trio of transients 
involved in the brutal, near-fatal beating of 
former fire commissioner Don Carmignani 

began circulating on social media, I immediately recog-
nized them. For over two decades I’ve had a presence in 
the area, from the Marina Times office on Chestnut Street 
to house sitting for friends. Last year, after putting my 
car in a garage on Magnolia Street, a man came running 
at me with a long stick screaming, “I’ll kill you, bitch!” 
Clearly high on drugs, I recognized Nathaniel Roye, one 
of the transients who camped on Magnolia off and on for 
several years. I managed to shut and lock the door just 
in time, the shadow of Roye’s feet pacing back and forth 
outside the garage. 

Earlier that week, Roye and his girlfriend, Ashley 
Buck, were having sex and smoking meth across from 
my window. I’m not the only person to deal with them 
by a longshot: Marina residents have complained on the 
Nextdoor app as well as to Northern Station police and 
District 2 Supervisor Catherine Stefani about Roye and 

‘They all knew’
Could brutal attack on  
Don Carmignani have  
been prevented? Marina 
neighbors say yes.
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its 45th rendition, but it’s definitely 
a new day for the city’s longest run-
ning street fair.
 Miramar Events, producer of pop-
ular, high-profile festivals around 
the Bay Area since 1986, is partner-

ing with the Union Street Associa-
tion to bring a fresh, new energy and 
vibe to the festival.
 Enjoy the bay’s best festival line-
up featuring nonstop live music 
and D.J.s spinning house music, 
high-end handmade arts and crafts 
by the West Coast’s top art design-
ers and creators, a curated food 
and drink lineup with the top local 
food trucks and vendors includ-
ing Cochinita, Bowld Acai, Cousins 
Maine Lobster, Respectable Bird, 
Gio Gelato, and more.
 Shop locally through a juried arts 
and crafts area featuring Jentana, 
Lisa Flemming Ceramics, McKin-
non Collective, Michael Rohner 
Art, Flyladytee, Demby & Co, Alix 
Clo, and many more exclusive ven-
dors.
 The main stage lineup includes 
Freestone Peaches, Coast Tribe, 
Victoria George and the High Lone-
some, Wreckless Strangers, The 
Rockmakers, Michelle Lambert, 
and Bob Culbertson, plus special 
guest D.J.s.  
 Union Street Festival: Saturday, 
June 3, 11 a.m.–7 p.m. & Sunday, 
June 4, 10 a.m.–6 p.m., Union Street 
(Fillmore to Octavia), free (and 
smoke-free), unionstreetsf.com

BY MARINA TIMES STAFF

The Union Street Festival 
returns to the historic and 
charming Cow Hollow neigh-

borhood on June 3–4. This may be 

45th Union Street Festival
Kick off summer in the city June 3–4 
with fresh new vibe in Cow Hollow
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Heroes reborn and revisited
BY MICHAEL SNYDER

Even if we seek something 
fresh and different to enter-
tain and edify us, there can 

be satisfaction in the familiar. And 
it’s not always indicative of cre-
ative laziness when quintessential 
heroes are examined anew or even 
reinvented. Two current television 
series provide ample proof of how 

viable, relevant, and inspiring cer-
tain fictional characters can con-
tinue to be if developed with care 
and respect. Whether or not you’ve 
enjoyed the previous exploits of 
crusading lawyer Perry Mason, and 
high-minded starship captain Jean-
Luc Picard, their latest serialized 
incarnations are well-crafted and 
offer pleasures for the aficionado or 
novice viewer.

PERRY MASON
 Erle Stanley Gardner’s earliest 
novels about Perry Mason were 
published in the 1930s, but most 
people know of the indefatigable 
attorney and his expertise from the 
unfussy TV drama that debuted in 
1957 on the CBS network and ran 
for nine seasons and 271 episodes. 
That show, starring the stocky char-
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Matthew Rhys in Season 2 of HBO's Perry Mason. PHOTOGRAPH BY MERRICK MORTON/HBO

Pop-folk singer-songwriter Michelle Lambert will perform at the Union 
Street Festival. PHOTO: MICHAEL WALKER 
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and colleagues and Lyft drivers. I think 
the key to success will be our willingness 
to drop ideological conformity and find 
what works.

FOOD FIGHT
Cities across the country are coming 

out of the pandemic bruised and accused. 
High crime rates are starting to settle 
down here and elsewhere, and attention 
is turning to repairing downtowns and 
business corridors. Locally,  the trio of 
Mayor London Breed, District Attorney 
Brooke Jenkins, and Board of Supervisors 
President Aaron Peskin is starting to get 
tough on the drugs-and-crime bazaar 
in the Tenderloin. Now, maybe the city 
should do more of that and less cre-
ation of open-air drug markets. True. But 
they’re taking baby steps; those might 
be the first steps toward actually trying 
workable fixes. Getting our police force 
up to a voter-mandated headcount might 
be another good step, as Supervisors Matt 
Dorsey and Catherine Stefani are seeking 
to do through a charter amendment that 
voters could see in 2024.

If something’s not working, fix it. What 
we’ve been doing hasn’t worked. 

The popular view of Franklin Roo-
sevelt’s New Deal (announced, by the 
way, here in San Francisco at a famous 
Commonwealth Club speech) is that FDR 
had a grand plan to fight the Depression, 
and that he knew exactly what he wanted 
to do. But the reality, as he himself point-
ed out, was that he was willing to just 
keep trying new things until something 
worked. He was basically throwing spa-
ghetti at the wall to see if it would stick.

FDR wasn’t an ideologue. Though his 
bag of tricks borrowed heavily from the 
left and relied on greatly expanding the 
size and role of the federal government, 
he wasn’t acting to fulfill some Marxist 
plan for the destruction of private prop-
erty rights. In fact, he’s been credited by 
some historians as having saved capi-

talism from itself (such scholars include 
Seymour Martin Lipset and Gary Marks 
of the conservative Hoover Institution, 
who wrote an article titled “How FDR 
Saved Capitalism”).

It’s an idea that was addressed quite 
directly by another American president, 
also a Roosevelt. Teddy Roosevelt was a 
fifth cousin of FDR, and he was a Republi-
can. In a 1911 speech — to The Common-
wealth Club, I kid you not — Teddy Roo-
sevelt laid out his plan for protecting the 
environment from uncontrolled industrial 
development. His pitch was quite straight-
forward: He was saving capitalism from 
the mistakes of its most rapacious leaders.

If the Roosevelt cousins combined to 
save capitalism from itself, could there be 
local leaders who could innovate enough 
to save San Francisco from itself?

THE LOCAL MENU
Some San Francisco politicians act like 

they deeply believe that the police and the 
market economy are the root causes of 
crime, and we’d be better off with some-
thing like Teletubbies on street corners 
trying to dissuade international drug traf-
fickers. It’s possible I’m exaggerating, but 
probably not much. We’ll know we’re mak-
ing progress when those politicians start 
to support replacing the Teletubbies with 
trained police officers. They don’t even 
have to personally believe it; they might 
continue to privately want Tinky-Winky 
and Dipsy flashing badges. 

But that's O.K.; the point here is to end 
up with better policies that leave everyone 
— of all backgrounds, incomes, races — 
safer and better able to enjoy the good life 
San Francisco has to offer.

It’s possible things will improve on their 
own without bold new ideas. I doubt it, 
and I think less performative posing and 
more new ideas will be most effective 
in rejuvenating San Francisco and other 
American cities in the postpandemic era. 
Just don’t expect me to make that predic-
tion on stage anywhere.

Feedback: letters@marinatimes.com 
Author: john@marinatimes.com
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Visit Our Large Showroom!
Open Normal Hours

Plenty of Space for Social Distancing
Masks Required for All

Showroom Constantly Sanitized

wittercoin.com | 415.781.5690
sales@wittercoin.com

Established 1960

2299 Lombard St. San Francisco
�e old IHOP at Lombard and Pierce

with FREE PARKING!

Open normal hours: 
Weekdays 10-6  •  Saturdays 10-3

Walk-ins & Appointments Welcome

We Buy and Sell
Coins

 Old Gold
Silver Jewelry

Vintage Watches

Open Now at
2299 Lombard

In 1911, Teddy Roosevelt said something in San Francisco that applies to today. 
In 1932, Franklin Delano Roosevelt came to San Francisco and took the idea even 
further. PHOTOS: LIBRARY OF CONGRESS
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Honor, Remember & Support 
MEMORIAL DAY
USS SAN FRANCISCO CEREMONY

Sunday, May 28 at 12 noon (11:30am Arrival)
Lands End     

RSVP: ca38foundation@gmail.com

Sunday, May 28 at 3pm 
St. Mary’s Square (SF Chinatown)

American Legion, Cathay Post #384 & VFW Chinatown Post #4618

Monday, May 29 at 11am (Band 10:30am)
San Francisco National Cemetery (Presidio) 

presidio@presidiotrust.gov

Monday,  May 29 at 11am
Golden Gate National Cemetery

1300 Sneath Lane, San Bruno, CA

Veterans of Foreign Wars Community Service Project

San Francisco Board of Supervisors Board or Commission Vacancies:

Participate on a Board or Commission!

The Assessment Appeals Board (AAB)
The AAB resolves legal and value assessment issues between the Assessor’s office and property owners.  
Hearings are quasi-judicial, conducted in a manner similar to a court setting, with evidence and testimony 
presented by the parties.  The Board then evaluates the evidence and testimony and renders its decision. 
To be eligible for seat appointment, you must have a minimum of five years professional experience in 
California as either a: (1) public accountant; (2) real estate broker; (3) attorney; or (4) property appraiser 
accredited by a nationally recognized organization, or certified by either the Office of Real Estate Appraiser 
or the State Board of Equalization.

For a full list of current or upcoming Boards, Commissions and Task Forces, please visit https://
sfbos.org/vacancy-boards-commissions-task-forces.

Department Announcements
Department of Elections
The Choice is Yours! Go Paperless! 
For every election, the Department of Elections publishes a Voter Information Pamphlet & Sample Ballot. 
The Pamphlet provides non-partisan information about voting, candidates and measures. By law, we must 
mail you a Pamphlet unless you opt out. There are several reasons to opt out of paper Pamphlet delivery: 
•You’ll save the taxpayer dollars we use for printing and mailing. 
•You’ll reduce your carbon footprint.
•You can access elections information anytime, anywhere.
Does your household receive more than one copy of the Pamphlet? Consider having all but one voter opt out 
so your household can share one paper copy. Not sure you will like reading the Pamphlet online? Give it a 
try -- is just as easy to opt back in! 
If you are ready to make the switch to the digital Pamphlet, go to sfelections.org/voterportal or call us at 415-
554-4375.

Department of Child Support Services
Child support matters can be complicated, stressful, and confusing. The Department of Child Support 
Services helps parents understand the process so they know their rights and options for making and 
receiving support payments. We are available to assist you in person or by phone. Call us today at (866) 
901-3212 for more information. Apply for services online or schedule an appointment at sf.gov/dcss to learn 
how we can help you.

The Office of the City Attorney
The San Francisco City Attorney’s Office recently launched a new consumer protection web portal and 
hotline, seeking reports of businesses that deceive or defraud consumers, as well as of property owners that 
maintain properties in substandard conditions or violate housing laws. 

Members of the public who wish to report a consumer complaint should contact the Office through its hotline 
at (415) 554-3977 or its web portal at https://www.sfcityattorney.org/report-a-complaint/. 

Our office will review the information you provide and may seek additional information from you. Please note, 
however, that we are not authorized to represent you as your lawyer or provide you with legal advice. Any 
actions we take are on behalf of the community as a whole.

Rent Board

IMPORTANT NOTICE FOR LANDLORDS
San Francisco landlords now need a license before imposing annual and banked rent increases on tenants 
subject to the City’s rent control laws. To obtain or renew a license, property owners must report certain 
information about their units into the San Francisco Housing Inventory Portal each year.  Property owners 
can submit their Housing Inventory information to the Rent Board in a few ways, but are strongly encouraged 
to complete the process online at portal.sfrb.org. Once the system accepts the submission, a rent increase 
license will be automatically generated and readily available. Owners can also deliver a paper Housing 
Inventory form to 25 Van Ness Ave., Suite 320, San Francisco, CA 94102 or to rentboard.inventory@sfgov.
org. Assistance is available by calling 311 or emailing rentboard.inventory@sfgov.org. Visit sf.gov/rentboard 
for more information.
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CITY AND COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO
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Buck, as well as a new man who joined 
their encampment named Garret Doty. 
The three are belligerent to neighbors, 
block sidewalks with their tents, urinate 
and defecate on the streets, and use drugs 
to the point of passing out midday. Roye 
and Buck not only use drugs in front of 
Marina Middle School, but Buck has per-
formed oral sex on Roye near a preschool 
as children walked by. 

A North Carolina resident, Roye, 26, 
has a criminal record dating back to his 
2019 arrival in San Francisco, including 
possession of drugs and paraphernalia, 
vandalism, threats of violence, exhibiting 
a deadly weapon, and assault with a deadly 
weapon. Most of Roye’s cases occurred in 
2022 and were dismissed. He currently has 
one court date scheduled for July 25, 2023. 

Buck, 34, has been arrested for giv-
ing false information to a peace officer, 
resisting arrest, 
burglary, and 
grand theft. Pri-
marily known as a 
serial shoplifter, a 
felony charge was 
dismissed July 11, 
2022 “in the inter-
est of justice.”

Garret Allen 
Doty, 24, is a res-
ident of Louisiana, where, in 2018 at 
age 20, he was arrested for strangulation 
during a domestic battery. Doty didn’t 
have a record in the city — until the night 
of April 5, 2023.

‘HE WAS BEING DISRESPECTFUL’
After yet another morning with Doty, 

Buck and Roye in the entryway of her 
house on Magnolia Street, Joan Carmi-
gnani joined her son, Don, on a 911 call 
to report their encampment, stating that 
Joan didn’t feel safe leaving her home after 
past encounters with the group, includ-
ing threats of violence toward her family. 
Neither the San Francisco Police Depart-
ment nor homeless services responded, 
despite the Carmignanis reporting the trio 
had been openly consuming drugs and 
exhibiting “extremely aggressive behav-
ior.” Later that evening, Don returned to 
his mother’s home and asked the trio to 
leave, at which point he says Doty and 
Roye approached him “in a threatening 
manner.” Video shows Doty pulling out a 
metal pipe and beating Carmignani, who 
flees. Doty pursues him around the corner 
to a gas station where witnesses reported 
seeing Carmignani staggering, covered 
in blood. He was rushed to the hospital 
with a broken jaw, lacerations requiring 
50 stitches, and a piece of his skull was 
removed to relieve swelling on the brain. 
Police arrested Doty, and District Attorney 
Brooke Jenkins charged him with assault 
with a deadly weapon, aggravated battery 
with serious bodily injury, and assault 
with force likely to produce great bodily 
injury. 

While Doty remained in jail, Roye and 
Buck returned to the scene of the crime, 
again camping in front of Joan Carmi-
gnani’s house. In an interview with ABC7 
news reporter Lyann Melendez, a casual 
Roye tells her that the weapon wasn’t a 
crowbar. “It was two round pieces of metal 
that had been broken.” Roye admits on 
camera that he was with Doty, claiming 
they were sprayed with mace because Car-
mignani didn’t like them hanging out near 
his home. Melendez asks Roye why they 
would brutally attack him. “Because he 
was being disrespectful,” Roye says glibly. 
Melendez asks, “Who was being disre-
spectful? Don?” to which Roye responds, 
“The fat guy. There was a big old bald 
guy. Yeah, Don.” Melendez asks if that was 
reason enough to beat someone up. “Yeah, 
sometimes,” Roye says.

Three days after the attack, video 
emerged of Buck in front of the gas station 
screaming at Roye about wanting meth 
and putting him on “dick payment.” Multi-
ple residents say the couple remains in the 
area doing drugs and fighting.

‘WE HAVE BEEN SOUNDING THE 
ALARM’

Friday, April 7, Supervisor Stefani released 
a statement about the attack, putting blame 
on inadequate police staffing. “As I pray for 
Don, his family, and his recovery, I want 
to be very clear: we cannot tolerate this 
kind of criminal activity,” Stefani wrote. 
But Marina residents told me Stefani and 
Northern Station Captain Derrick Jackson 
had been warned about the trio. In an email 
to Stefani and Jackson sent just six weeks 
before the attack on Carmignani, a con-
cerned neighbor wrote, “This guy and his 
friend just sold Nate narcotics at Lombard 
at Laguna. I witnessed it … I got a few pho-
tos. You can see the pill bottle. Nate had his 

hand out with cash 
as the man poured 
contents from pill 
container ... I was 
8 feet away … guy 
in red hat [Doty] 
attempted to block 
my camera. Do 
NOT anymore tell 
me narcotics are 
not being dealt on 

the streets in Marina, I just saw it. And the 
sidewalk is blocked by this crew.”

Three weeks prior, the same resident 
wrote to Stefani about Buck. “How does 
San Francisco help humans who deny help 
but clearly need help? Supervisor Stefani, 
is there a woman’s homeless group that 
could help? … She just denied help again. 
She could be in a shelter right now at 9 
p.m. Instead, she is in 45 degree weather, 
in the dark, in blood-soaked white pants, 
crying for Nate, staring at the concrete ... ” 

According to the resident, nothing was 
done. “They know all about this. Don’t 
let them pretend they didn’t know this 
was escalating. We have been sound-
ing the alarm,” they told me. And that 
wasn’t the only message I got from people 
whose frightening encounters with the trio 
spurred them to write or speak to Stefani 
or Jackson. Many feel tolerating quality 
of life crimes (open-air drugs; public sex 
acts, urination and defecation, vandalism, 
blocking sidewalks) brings transients from 
other states and leads to more serious and 
violent crimes like the Carmignani attack. 
Former District Attorney Chesa Boudin 
refused to prosecute such crimes, so I 
reached out to current District Attorney 
Jenkins to ask if her administration will. 
“Since taking office, I have been working 
to improve public safety in partnership 
with the San Francisco Police Department 
and other city agencies,” Jenkins said in an 
emailed statement. “The previous admin-
istration’s failure to prioritize public safety 
and our residents’ concerns resulted in an 
untenable situation for our neighborhoods. 
I am fighting for our neighborhoods and 
doing everything I can to hold repeat and 
violent offenders accountable, while also 
addressing open-air drug dealing, property 
crime and quality of life offenses that had 
been ignored for far too long.”

Clearly, district officials ignored warn-
ings from the community about Doty, 
Roye and Buck. Despite Doty’s arrest, 
Roye, and Buck continue terrorizing the 
same few blocks where Carmignani nearly 
lost his life. Perhaps it’s time to take those 
“quality of life crimes” more seriously.

Editor’s Note: After press time, Garret Doty was 
released from jail on “minimal supervision.” For 
an update on the case and an extended version 
of this column, please visit marinatimes.com.

Follow Susan and the Marina Times on Twitter: 
@SusanDReynolds and @TheMarinaTimes.

‘‘They know all about 
this. Don’t let them  

pretend they didn’t know 
this was escalating.’’

https://twitter.com/SusanDReynolds
https://twitter.com/TheMarinaTimes
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Arts & Entertainment

COMPILED BY CHRIS HSIANG

 Here are the most popular 
books sold last month as well as 
some new releases.
 
HARDCOVER FICTION
1. Foster, by Claire Keegan
2. Small Things Like These, 
  by Claire Keegan
3. Hello Beautiful: A Novel, 
  by Ann Napolitano

HARDCOVER NONFICTION
1. The Big Reveal: An 
  Illustrated Manifesto of 
  Drag, by Sasha Velour
2. The Creative Act: A Way of 
  Being, by Rick Rubin
3. Dear Dolly: Collected 
  Wisdom, by Dolly Alderton

PAPERBACK FICTION
1. The Maid: A Novel, by Nita 
  Prose
2. Bunny, by Mona Awad
3. One Italian Summer: A 
  Novel, by Rebecca Serle
 
PAPERBACK NONFICTION
1. The Age of AI: And 
  Our Human Future, by 

  Henry A. Kissinger, Eric 
  Schmidt, and Daniel 
  Huttenlocher
2. Crying in H Mart: A 
  Memoir, by Michelle 
  Zauner 
3. The Dawn of Everything: 
  A New History of 
  Humanity, by David 
  Graeber and David 
  Wengrow

YOUNG READERS
1. Throne of Glass, by Sarah J. 
  Maas
2. Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive 
  the Bus!, by Mo Willems
3. Twenty Thousand Fleas 
  Under the Sea: A Graphic 
  Novel (Dog Man Series 
  No. 11), by Dav Pilkey

NEW AND NOTABLE 
RELEASES

The Making of Another Major 
Motion Picture Masterpiece: A 
Novel, by Tom Hanks
 Bob Falls finds it difficult to 
adapt back to civilian life after 
returning from WWII. Robby 
Andersen, his artist nephew, 

creates a comic book series, The 
Legend of Firefall, inspired by his 
uncle’s experiences wielding a 
flamethrower in the war. Writer-
director-producer Bill Johnson 
uses Andersen’s comic as the 
basis for a superhero film, and 
casts as Firefall the egotistical 
O.K. Bailey, and the savvy, 
beautiful, and talented Wren 
Lake as the female lead. The 
production is complicated by 
marital disharmony between a 
rising star actor and his neglected 
wife, the unexpected death of 
a beloved character actor, and 
a stalker who threatens Lake’s 
life. Neither slashing satire 
nor moody melodrama, this 
sincerely “Hanksian” paean to 
the people behind the scenes of 
a movie production comes to 
life with great characters. It’s a 
winner.

The Postcard, by Anne Berest
 Several years ago, Lélia 
received a mysterious postcard 
with only four words — Ephraïm, 
Emma, Noémie, and Jacques 
— the names of her maternal 
grandparents, aunt, and uncle, 

who were all taken from their 
small town and subjected to the 
Holocaust horrors. Lélia and her 
daughter, Anne, are determined 
to uncover who sent the postcard 
and whether it was done in 
solidarity or intimidation. In this 
sweeping family saga, French 
novelist Berest illuminates 
opportunities for kindness and 
betrayal in wartime France and 
the long echo of the Holocaust’s 
atrocities. Berest gives family 

members and close friends 
occasional opportunities to 
narrate, while keeping young 
Anne as the story’s central 
protagonist

Visit marinatimes.com for addi-
tional new releases.

Chris Hsiang can help you find 
your next book at Books Inc., 
2251 Chestnut St., 415-931-3633, 
booksinc.net. 

The Best of Books    What’s �ying off the shelves

Art World    Exhibitions

The Marina Books Inc. best sellers

BY SHARON ANDERSON

The iconic photographer Ansel 
Adams was best known for doc-
umenting the powers of nature in 

lush gelatin silver photographs. The de 
Young’s major exhibition of more than 100 
works from the self-described “California 
photographer” brings the artist back to the 
location of his first museum exhibition in 
1932. This time, Adams’s work is in dia-
logue with 23 contemporary artists engag-
ing with the landscapes and environmen-
tal issues that inspired Adams. Coinciding 
with “Ansel Adams in Our Time” is “Ele-
mental” at the Haines Gallery. Here, recent 
work from four West Coast photographers 
celebrate the natural world.
 
A PASSION FOR CONSERVATION

San Francisco was Adams’s hometown, 
and he maintained close ties to the city 
throughout his life. In The Golden Gate 
Before the Bridge (1932), a colossal cloud 
skyscape takes up two-thirds of the image 
of San Francisco Bay minus its beloved 
Golden Gate Bridge. The construction 
start date began a year later, making the 
picture almost conceptual, as it’s nearly 
impossible to see this photo of the bay 
without imagining the bridge.
 Photographers have been instrumen-
tal in preserving the American wilder-
ness. Landscape photographer Carleton 
Watkins’s efforts first secured Yosemite 
as protected land. Adams’s relationship 
with photography and conservationism 
began in his early years. As a young man, 
he frequently visited Yosemite with his 

Eastman Kodak Brownie camera. In 1975, 
he presented Yosemite: Clearing Winter 
Storm (ca. 1937) to President Gerald Ford. 
Adams urged, “Now, Mr. President, every 
time you look at this picture, I want you to 
remember your obligation to the nation-
al parks.” Thomas P. Campbell, director 
and CEO of the Fine Arts Museum, said, 
“‘Ansel Adams in Our Time’ is exceptional 
in underscoring his brilliant legacy and 
the critical role that his works and others 
before him have played in safeguarding 
our national parks and other public lands.”
 
ART AS ENVIRONMENTAL ACTIVISM

The works of artists Catherine Opie, 
Abelado Morell, Binh Danh, Trevor 
Paglen, and others provide a counterpoint 
to Adams’s work. Art and activism con-
tinue in nature photographers grappling 
with issues of drought and fire, mining 
and energy, economic booms and busts, 
and protected places and urban sprawl. 
The exhibition consists of five themes: 
Capturing the View, Marketing the View, 
San Francisco: Becoming a Modernist, 
Adams in the American Southwest, and 
Picturing the National Parks. Beach Res-
toration after El Niño Waves (2016) by 
Lucas Foglia shows excavation taking 
place where the ocean meets the beach, 
the machinery existing in sharp contrast 
with the waves. The skeletal remains of 
blackened tree trunks in Ansel Adams’s 
Burned Trees, Owens Valley, California 
(1936) become a repeated motif in Laura 
McPhee’s Early Spring (Peeling Bark in 
Rain) (2008), both illustrating the ravages 
of fire on the landscape.

 
‘ELEMENTAL’ AT THE HAINES 
GALLERY
 In a thematically related exhibition 
at the Haines Gallery, Elemental pres-
ents singularly unique photographic 
objects defined as much by how they 
are made as by what they depict. These 
contemporary photographers are known 
for their analog processes that explore 
chemistry and light. Binh Danh returns 
with daguerreotypes in Yosemite (2016), 
combining the exacting 19th-century 
process with contemporary imagery of 
Yosemite. 
 Chris McCaw’s Sunburned GSP 945, 
Every Time The Sun Came Out, Wyoming, 
2017 was created with powerful lenses in 
his hand-built cameras. Acting as a mag-
nifying glass, the lens burned the sun’s 
path on light sensitive paper, creating a 
moody, surreal abstraction of light and 
darkness.
 Meghann Riepenhoff ’s cyanotypes 
include examples from her Ice series, made 
in freezing bodies of water. Paper coated 
in homemade emulsion was placed direct-
ly within the landscape, where the ele-
ments completed the work by physically 
inscribing themselves onto her materials. 
Chance and the unexpected create sur-
prising results in works like Ice #326. Blue 
hues transform into flower-like shapes in 

the frozen water, the imagery taking on a 
painterly quality.
 John Chiara’s use of uneven hand-cut 
edges, tape marks, light leaks, and chem-
ical streaking create evocative landscapes 
that are, in his words, “part photography, 
part sculpture and part event.” Avenue H: 
Traverse: Strawberry Hill (2023) is burned 
with dappled yellow light in a double 
exposure of tree limbs and shadows.
 Since photography’s inception, West 
Coast photographers have collaborated 
with the natural world and documented 
the results. Through their lenses and the 
legacy of Ansel Adams, the rest of us 
understand what is at stake, and what can 
be lost without continued advocacy and 
preservation.
 “Ansel Adams in Our Time”: Tue.–
Sun. 9:30 a.m.–5:15 p.m., April 8–July 23, 
$30, de Young Museum, 50 Hagiwara Tea 
Garden Dr., Golden Gate Park, 415-750-
3600, famsf.org
 “Elemental”: Tue.–Sat. 10:30 a.m.–5:30 
p.m. through May 27, free, Haines Gallery, 
Bldg. C, Fort Mason Center for Arts and 
Culture, 2 Marina Blvd., 415-397-8114, 
hainesgallery.com

Sharon Anderson is an artist and writer in 
Southern California. She can be reached at 
mindtheimage.com.

Meghann Riepenhoff's Ice. PHOTO: COURTESY HAINES GALLERY

Ansel Adams and West Coast 
landscape photography at the 
de Young and Haines Gallery

mailto:Ernest@marinatimes.com
https://exhibitions.asianart.org/exhibitions/bearing-witness-selected-works-by-chiura-obata/?utm_source=Asian+Art+Museum+E-Mail+List&utm_campaign=cc43718a3a-Marketing_7_13_22_Chiura_Obata_and_Programs&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_209746a178-cc43718a3a-191374077
https://www.magictheatre.org/season/deal-with-the-dragon
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Snyder
continued from cover

acter actor Raymond Burr as Mason, had 
a contemporary setting and featured a 
basic case-of-the-week format. The 2020 
reboot of author Gardner’s legal eagle 
— just completing its second season 
on HBO — is a different bird entirely. 
HBO’s Perry Mason goes back to the era 
of the earliest Mason books, and rather 
than simply introduce him as an estab-
lished barrister, the initial eight-episode 
miniseries provides an origin story while 
thrusting him into his first courtroom 
case.
 We meet this Mason in 1932 Los 
Angeles. As played by Matthew Rhys of 
the Cold War spy series The Americans, 
he’s a down-on-his-luck veteran still 
dealing with battlefield trauma from 
World War I. He’s divorced, trying to 
convince his ex-wife to share custody 
of their young son, and barely making 
ends meet by working as a private eye 
for a good-hearted elder lawyer (John 
Lithgow). Hired to dig up information 
when a child is kidnapped and a poten-
tially innocent woman is on trial for the 
crime, Mason finds himself confronting 
political heavyweights and the leader-
ship of a powerful L.A.-based church 
built around a charismatic radio evan-
gelist (Tatiana Maslany). The evolving 
situation soon compels gumshoe Mason 
to change careers and pursue justice 
as a lawyer for the defense, aided by 
adept legal secretary Della Street (Juliet 
Rylance) and principled cop Paul Drake 
(Chris Chalk).
 By the start of the second season, 
Mason has established a modest firm 
with Street as his counsel and Drake 

as his go-to investigator. Their paying 
clients are not necessarily on the side 
of the angels, and that doesn’t sit well 
with Mason. So his conscience moves 
him to defend two impoverished Mexi-
can-American brothers accused of mur-
dering a rich, unsavory oil-industry heir 
who has plans to bring professional base-
ball to L.A. by building his own stadium. 
Besides a sensational murder trial and 
a questionable real estate deal at stake, 
there’s a businesswoman (Hope David) 
with her own oil money and a hidden 
agenda, a ruthless supermarket owner 
(Sean Astin) using Mason to sue a com-
petitor, a rivalry between offshore gam-
bling boats, and of course, police corrup-
tion. There’s also a potential girlfriend 
for Mason — his son’s schoolteacher 
(Katherine Waterston). It would be crim-
inal to reveal if and how any of these 
elements come together, since watching 
it unfold is so fulfilling.
 Conceived by Rolin Jones and Ron 
Fitzgerald as a gritty period drama, Perry 
Mason is one of the most beautifully 
shot and art-directed programs on TV, 
in addition to being intelligently and 
intricately scripted. The vivid evocation 
of Depression-era L.A. and its economic 
disparity is nothing short of stunning. 
To that end, the series also addresses the 
struggles of the Black and Hispanic com-
munities of the day, as well as the des-
perate white underclass, and acknowl-
edges the presence of lesbian and gay 
professionals forced to closet themselves 
in a less enlightened age. All of this is 
performed by a cast featuring a slew 
of decorated actors, led by Emmy-win-
ner Rhys, whose memorable Mason is 
suffused with pain, longing, nobility, 
and righteous fury. None of the implied 

social commentary takes away from the 
mystery and suspense of the cases to be 
tried. The evidence is indisputable: Perry 
Mason delivers a gripping law-and-order 
procedural in shades of noir with an 
unerring sense of time and place.
 Perry Mason is available for streaming 
on HBO Max.

STAR TREK: PICARD
Debuting in 2020, Star Trek: Picard

was a high-profile addition to a Star Trek 
initiative that has made the enduring 
science-fiction franchise — with beloved 
television programs and films released 
throughout more than a half-century 
— a significant part of the Paramount 
Plus streaming service. Executive pro-
ducer Gene Roddenberry’s original 1966 
TV series, starring William Shatner as 
swashbuckling Captain James T. Kirk 
and Leonard Nimoy as Science Officer 
Spock of the Starship Enterprise, may 
have launched the behemoth, but Star 
Trek: The Next Generation revitalized it 
in 1987 with classically trained Patrick 
Stewart at the helm of a later-model 
Enterprise as the daring and eloquent 
Captain Jean-Luc Picard, supported by 
his loyal subordinates for seven seasons 
on the air.
 Star Trek: Picard is the decades-later 
sequel to Star Trek: The Next Genera-
tion, voyaging to the 25th century of the 
United Federation of Planets to revisit 
the former captain, now a retired Star-
fleet admiral and played by Stewart as a 
lion in winter. The first two seasons of 
Picard had their charms, not the least 
of which was the presence of statuesque 
Jeri Ryan as the part-cybernetic Seven of 
Nine from the crew of Star Trek: Voyager 
— now a space-faring vigilante. But it’s 

the third and purportedly final season 
of Picard, masterminded by Trek-sav-
vy showrunner Terry Matalas, that has 
proven to be the most cohesive, fan-gas-
mic, and feels-heavy.
 A distress call from Beverly Crusher 
(Gates McFadden), Picard’s former chief 
medical officer and star-crossed lover, 
obliges him to reconnect with his for-
mer second-in-command, Captain Will 
Riker (Jonathan Frakes). The reunion 
leads to a string of stunning revelations, 
one of which is life-altering for Picard. 
Over the course of Season 3, members 
of Picard’s core Enterprise bridge crew 
join the mission, bringing in Michael 
Dorn as head of security and Klingon 
warrior Worf, LeVar Burton as engineer 
Geordi La Forge, Marina Sirtis as ship’s 
counselor Deanna Troi, and Brent Spiner, 
who played the android Data, as well as 
multiple roles in other Star Trek projects. 
Along with Seven of Nine and new and 
old allies, they have to deal with a threat 
against the Federation that only they can 
stop. As suspected, the actors are favor-
ite-slipper-comfortable in these roles, 
and their warmth toward each other is 
palpable and uplifting. If it’s their swan 
song as an ensemble, Season 3 of Picard 
is a fine and fitting one.
 Star Trek: Picard is available for stream-
ing on Paramount Plus. 

Visit marinatimes.com for an extended 
version of this story. 

Michael Snyder is a print and broadcast 
journalist who covers pop culture on The 
Mark Thompson Show, via YouTube, and 
on Michael Snyder’s Culture Blast, via 
GABNet.net, Roku, and iTunes. You can 
follow Michael on Twitter: @cultureblaster.
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Family 
MomSense    Elders

BY LIZ FARRELL

Those of us who are caring for 
kids at home while also looking 
after parents or loved ones with 

increasing needs are often referred to as 
the “sandwich generation.” According to 
a recent study, nearly 50 percent of adults 
ages 40–59 have a minor at home and a 
parent who will require increasing care 
levels. The good news is if you find your-
self in this situation, you are not alone 
— although it can be exhausting and 
daunting trying to manage the emotional, 
medical, and financial logistics — there 
are ways to make it easier. 

FIND SUPPORT
Even if we wanted to drop everything 

to care for an older parent, it is likely 
impossible we can. Don’t feel guilty about 
asking for help — family members far 
away can help either financially or with 
remote tasks. You can also enlist the help 
of neighbors and friends who can spend 
time with your parents, do errands, and 
help with appointments. Hiring outside 
help can be expensive, but if it is possible, 
it is worth the investment. We have found 
amazing caregivers through an agency 
called Senior Helpers, which has allowed 
us to still be a part of our parents’ care 
and daily lives but provided some flexi-
bility for us throughout the day.

HAVE THE HARD CONVERSATIONS
We know we should have these conver-

sations early on, but they are always the 
easiest to put off. It is difficult, but if you 
can carve out time to talk about what is 
important to your parents, and what they 
want, it takes the pressure off trying to 
guess when you no longer can have those 
conversations. It is important for older 
people to keep their independence, and 
for many, to keep their familiar surround-
ings. 
 We recently were designing an addition 
to our home with the anticipation that 
at some point our parents might need to 
come live with us. This was our plan, but 
in talking to them, this is not their plan. 
They would like to stay in their home, if 
possible, even if that means bringing peo-
ple in to help with the care. 
 Illness, disease, or accidents can 
change life in a moment, so having 
those conversations while parents are 
healthy is important. It is also important 
to understand their financial situation  
and if you or siblings will need to help. 

A FAMILY AFFAIR AND SELF CARE
Depending on the age of your children, 

they will be aware of changes they see 
with their grandparents or other relatives. 
Children will likely sense the stress you 
feel being worried about their illnesses, 
how to take care of them, and not know-
ing what the future holds. However, some 
of life’s greatest lessons can lie within 
all that stress: teaching our children, no 
matter their age, ability, or maturity to 
care for others and to have empathy for 
older relatives. Children want to help, and 
as I always tell my children, your grand-
parents spent a lot of years looking after 
you and taking care of your needs, and 
now it is your turn to return the favor and 
help take care of them. This could mean 
getting them a snack, playing a game with 
them, or learning how to fill a hot water 
bottle. 
 It is also important to talk to your chil-
dren and answer their questions in an 
age-appropriate way about the changes 
they are seeing in their older relatives. 
This helps take the fear and anxious-
ness out of the aging process and helps 
them understand and feel a part of what 
is happening. Giving them a role also 
helps them to understand how your time 
needs to be spent. They are less likely 
to be angry or resentful when you must 
choose the needs of an older relative 
over theirs. 

 Raising two teenagers and a younger 
son while balancing health issues of par-
ents and older relatives is enough to keep 
anyone awake with worry and stress at 
night. If there is anything I have learned, 
it is the importance of self-care — we 
can’t take care of others if we don’t take 
care of ourselves. It may be a daily walk, a 
yoga class, or a nightly meditation, which 
can be hard especially for us moms who 
tend to put everyone else’s needs ahead 
of our own. There will be days when you 
will have to give more to your parents and 
some days your kids will require more, 
but be gentle with yourself and remem-
ber you are only human and doing the 
best you can. Caregiving, whether it is for 
our children, parents, or older relatives 
is a gift, so relish the joy of the small 
moments. 

Liz Farrell is the mother of three children and 
the founder of TechTalks, a consulting group 
to help schools and families have productive 
conversations around social media and tech-
nology. Email: liz@marinatimes.com

Caring for our parents
Balancing the needs of our families 
and aging relatives

Talk early on about what your parents envision for late in life. PHOTO: MANGOSTAR STUDIO

https://www.act-sf.org/whats-on/calendar


MAY 2023      7MARINATIMES.COM     MARINA TIMES

Real Estate
The Observer    Update 

San Francisco’s real estate market cools 
BY GAREY DE MARTINI

Median home sale prices in
the city dropped again in the 
first quarter of 2023, according 

to Ted Andersen with the San Francisco 
Business Times. The median price for a 
home went from $1.564 million in the 
fourth quarter of 2022 to $1.528 in the 
first quarter of this year, representing a 2.3 
percent decrease in three month’s time. 

What’s more, compared to the first 
quarter of 2022 when prices and buyer 
demand were at their peak, median home 
sales prices in the city were down 18 per-
cent year-over-year — the second most of 
any Bay Area county in that time period, 
and just behind Alameda County’s 18.5 
percent decline.

“The long cold, wet, and windy weather 
did not help the real estate market. Highly 
motivated buyers were out looking at prop-
erties, but others who were weather-weary 
preferred to wait for sunnier skies,” said 
Barbara Stein Friedman, a top-producing 
broker associate with Corcoran Icon Prop-
erties. “Beyond that, the Fed’s interest rate 
hikes, tech industry layoffs, and fear of a 
recession are having a cooling effect on the 
San Francisco real estate market.” 

RESET
Friedman went on to say that the past 

several years saw real estate prices sky-
rocket to stellar heights, and there has 
been a retreat so far this year. 

For example, last year in March, 247 
single family homes were sold in the 
city, with a median price of just over 
$2,452,000. By comparison, in March of 
this year, the number of single-family 
homes sold was 148, and the median sell-
ing price was just over $2,282,000. Selling 
prices that averaged 16.9 percent over 
listing prices in March 2022 dropped to 
3.5 percent over listing prices in March  
2023.

Sales are down, 
and prices are 
down. And it’s not 
just San Francisco.

Jeff Tucker, in 
an article pub-
lished by Zillow, 
wrote that across 
the nation home-
buyers are going to 
see more competition than they might 
expect — not because there are huge num-
bers of buyers with which to compete, but 
because there aren’t enough homes on the 
market to go around.

Tucker said homebuyers are still moti-
vated and keen to hit the market this 
spring, in spite of a period of change 
unlike any we have seen in recent mem-
ory. Mortgage rates are not only high, but 
also volatile, which makes it hard for buy-
ers to know what they can afford. 

Sellers are the bigger factor in this 
cooling market, according to Tucker. 
New listings are increasing, as they 

almost always do this time of year, but 
not nearly as quickly as usual. High 
mortgage rates affect sellers, too, who 
have largely decided not to trade in their 
current mortgage for a new one with a 
much higher interest rate. 

Looking ahead, Tucker believes mort-
gage rates will likely continue to have the 
biggest impact on market conditions. If 
mortgage rates fall, expect the market to 

heat up. If mort-
gage rates rise, or 
remain volatile, 
that will freeze 
buyer and seller 
activity. 

RETURN
Back in San 

Francisco, this time 
of year is typical-

ly prime spring real estate season. With 
better weather, Friedman predicted that 
there might be an uptick in activity — 
and in everyone’s mood. She said some 
buyers had already adjusted to the shock 
of the quick rise in interest rates. Some 
sellers, who take the time and care to pre-
pare their property for market, were still 
getting multiple offers and over-asking 
selling prices. 

Friedman said that a number of the 
lenders she works with are recommending 
that when the right house comes along, 
people should use an adjustable rate mort-
gage for the purchase of their home — and 

then refinance when interest rates come 
down. She said buyers shouldn’t miss out 
on the opportunity to purchase a property 
that feels just right, because you simply 
never know if you will find a comparable 
one down the road. 

On another note, according to Fried-
man, San Francisco real estate agents are 
talking about the condition of the city, 
homelessness, and crime. There is frus-
tration with city government and a sense 
that nothing is being done to clean up the 
streets and improve the safety of San Fran-
cisco’s neighborhoods.

Nevertheless, Friedman said it’s unfor-
tunate that the city’s reputation seems to 
make national news when other cities 
along the West Coast, and maybe across 
the country, have the same issues. She 
believes that the city is still a wonderful 
place in which to live, and San Francis-
co real estate is still an excellent asset 
to own, especially in comparison to the 
roller-coaster nature of the stock market. 

According to Friedman, San Francisco 
has had a 10-year stretch of a sizzling hot 
market, so a little cooling is not unex-
pected. There have always been ups and 
downs, but San Francisco’s “downs” are 
not as severe as in many other communi-
ties. Friedman said historically speaking, 
San Francisco real estate is an excellent 
investment and now is an opportune 
time to buy.

Feedback: letters@marinatimes.com 

Mortgage rates are high 
and volatile, making it 

hard for buyers to know 
what they can afford. 
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