
Ho-ho-who?
What a justice-involved  
Santa taught me about the 
real meaning of democracy
BY JOHN ZIPPERER

’Twas the month before Christmas, when all through 
the town
Not a creature was stirring, as voting wound down.
The people cast ballots with caution and care,
In hopes of results that were more than just fair. 

You could feel the excitement in the air 
as last month’s election drew near. Seldom have 
elections been momentous on both the local 

and the national levels at the same time, and this one 
would turn out to have more surprises than an English 
Christmas cracker.

With delays in vote counting in numerous states and 
localities, it became a 12-days-of-Christmas sort of 
thing (or eight days of Hanukkah, if you will). Each day 
following Nov. 8, election officials somewhere would 
reach into their sack of toys and announce that this 
person has won, or that person had lost, ho-ho-ho.

Democratic worries about an electoral wave as red as 
Santa’s coat proved to be needless, as they managed to 
hold onto the Senate, contain the GOP to a very slim 

BY SUSAN DYER REYNOLDS

Full disclosure: I have been a critic of San 
Francisco’s multibillion-dollar homeless and “harm 
reduction” industries for over a decade. In numerous 

columns, I opined about the absolute failure of the players 
involved, especially the city’s “nonpro
t partners.” In a crit-
ical 2020 performance audit of the Department of Home-
lessness and Supportive Housing (DHSH) by the Budget 
and Legislative Analyst, the department’s budget was $364 
million — an 80 percent increase since its inception under 
the late Mayor Ed Lee in 2016. And the results? �e num-
ber of people without permanent housing grew by 30 per-
cent between 2017 and 2019. As of that March 2020 audit, 
DHSH had contracts with 59 providers for 350 programs 
with total funding in FY 2019–20 of $240.6 million.

THE $22 MILLION LINKAGE CENTER LIE
�e competition for those nonpro
t millions is 
erce, 

so it should come as no surprise that organizations like 
HealthRIGHT 360 (HR360) are willing to do anything to 
keep their slice of the golden goose. A purveyor of harm 
reduction, HR360 is best known for teaming up with the 
San Francisco Department of Public Health (DPH) to run 
the controversial Tenderloin Linkage Center. Proposed as 
a hub to connect substance abusers with services, it in-
stead became a free-for-all “safe consumption site,” where 
anyone could use drugs and, if they overdosed, be revived 
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Joan Brown’s vibrant, autobiograph-
ical paintings and sculptures is cur-
rently on view at SFMOMA through 
March 12, 2023. In her 35-year career 
Brown created abstract expressionist 

canvases; figurative paintings por-
traying dogs, cats, swims, cityscapes, 
and her son, Noel; self-portraits; 
and works inspired by her spiritual 
explorations in the 1980s.

DEFYING CLASSIFICATION
As a second-generation member 

of the Bay Area Figurative move-
ment, Brown was the only woman 
in this group yet defied easy catego-
rization throughout her career. She 
once said, “I’m not just a teacher, 
I’m not just a mother, I’m not just a 
painter, I’m all of these things, plus.” 
Having earned her BFA and MFA 
from the California School of Fine 
Arts, which later became the San 
Francisco Art Institute, her key men-
tor was artist Elmer Bischoff. Brown 
received early acclaim for her work, 
and by age 22 had experienced a 
considerable amount of commercial 
success. 
 Living and working in San Fran-
cisco for most of her life, Brown 
was a local hero and aligned herself 
with the antiestablishment attitude 
of the time. She also enjoyed the San 
Francisco Beat culture as she became 
widely known for her thickly painted 
works, which had more of an affinity 

BY SHARON ANDERSON

The most comprehensive
examination in over 20 years 
of San Francisco-born artist 

SFMOMA presents in-depth 
Joan Brown retrospective
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Happily ever after for the holidays 
Ryan Reynolds and Will Ferrell in Spirited, now streaming on Apple TV+. PHOTO: COURTESY OF APPLE TV PLUS

BY MICHAEL SNYDER

According to the perenni-
al tune, it’s the most wonder-
ful time of the year — and 

we’re in the middle of it, complete 
with family gatherings that can be 
nourishing or trying. Such get-to-
gethers are frequently enhanced or 
tempered by quality home entertain-

ment options, and the season seldom 
wants for fresh offerings.
 Three new releases that are or 
will be available for streaming this 
month are redolent of the movie 
industry’s inevitable need for “proof 
of concept” to green-light a project. 
Thus, we have a new version of 
Italian author Carlo Collodi’s Pin-
occhio wherein a lonely woodcarv-

er creates a marionette that comes 
alive — a story that originated in 
the late 1800s and actually inspired 
two movies this year; a sequel to 
Disney’s charming and wildly suc-
cessful and cheerfully musical twist 
on happily-ever-after fairy tales, 
Enchanted; and yet another take on 
Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol. 

Joan Brown, Self-Portrait with Swimming Coach Charlie Sava, at Larsen 
Pool, San Francisco, 1974; COURTESY ESTATE OF DENVER ART MUSEUM / SFMOMA
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majority in the U.S. House, and then 
hold onto and even expand the number 
of governorships and state legislatures. 
And Republicans didn’t just get a lump 
of coal; they can celebrate capturing the 
House of Representatives, and, I don’t 
know, maybe getting Lauren Boebert 
reelected. 

Statewide was the exception; there 
weren’t surprises there. Gavin Newsom 
racked up another double-digit win with-
out breaking a sweat. Nor did the prop-
ositions deliver a shock; and the kidney 
dialysis people can put that proposition 
back on their wishlist for future elections.

Locally, voters spoke with surprising 
clarity, sending a message that they’re 
done with performative activism and 
they now want city leaders to actual-
ly address the city’s ills. Homelessness, 
crime, a downtown in crisis, small busi-
nesses smothering under red tape. 

That was on my mind when I noticed 
someone entering my condo through the 
chimney. I took a quick photo and was 
uploading it to NextDoor.com when he 
managed to get his rotund frame out of 
the chimney, and I recognized his red, 
fur-trimmed outfit.

“Santa?”
He brushed soot off his sleeves. “You 

should really clean that chimney.”
“What are you doing here? It’s not 

Christmas yet.”
He shrugged, and explained he was 

earning extra money driving for Ama-
zon. And with the rampant package 
thievery in the city, he found it better to 
deliver via chimneys rather than leave 
things on porches.

He certainly made himself at home, 
moving about my living room, pick-
ing up things, examining them, putting 
them back. “I’m mostly delivering elec-
tion results, if you have to know. This 
was a big election, and that meant I have 
a lot to deliver,” he said, patting a large 
bag he was pulling along behind him. 

“So that’s the famous Santa sack full of 
toys? Lemme look,” I said leaning over to 
peer inside.

He quickly pulled it away from me, but 
I had already seen enough of its contents. 
“Hey, is that my iPad?”

His face turned beet red. “You shouldn’t 
go looking into people’s sacks.”

“You shouldn’t steal things. Give me 
my iPad back!”

He drew himself up to his full six-foot 
height. “I am Santa Claus, Father Christ-

mas, St. Nicholas, the Weihnachtsmann, 
uh . . . Kris Kringle! Don’t be a bad boy 
and accuse me of being a thief.”

But I wasn’t scared. “San Francisco 
voters gave themselves a present by vot-
ing Brooke Jenkins in for a full term.” 

His face became stern, but then soft-
ened and he forced a smile. He reached 
into his bag and handed me my iPad. 
“Merry Christmas, John.”

“It was already mine, you pilfering —”
“Hey, things have been rough for Santa 

lately, what with Covid and inflation.”
I just held up my hands and gave up. 

“Whatever. If you’re really delivering 
election happiness, you sure spread it 
around. Moderates got happy news in 
San Francisco with Brooke Jenkins, Joel 
Engardio, the school board, and more. 
Conservative Republicans got the U.S. 
House of Representatives —”

“A poisoned chalice, that,” Santa said 
with a gleam in his eye.

I asked him what he meant by that 
remark. He cleared some items away 
from my kitchen table so he could set 
his sack on it, and he sat down with an 
“oof!” Then he answered me: “They have 
a very slim majority, and that means any 
faction in the House GOP caucus can 
grind things to a halt by demanding the 
speaker of the House do their bidding. 
It’s what caused John Boehner and Paul 
Ryan so many headaches.”

He saw me about to interject, and he 
cut me off. “Yes, the Democrats had 
a similarly small majority, but Nancy 
Pelosi is a historically shrewd and tal-
ented legislative leader. Kevin McCarthy 
. . . let’s just say he’s a poor man’s John 
Boehner.”

He went on to say that the raucous 
GOP caucus is likely to cause headaches 
for the Biden White House for the next 
two years, but because election-denying 
MAGA types in general (and Trump-en-
dorsed candidates specifically) faired 
terribly across the country, a fire-and-
brimstone GOP House is likely to fur-
ther alienate independents and centrists 
and thereby help deliver a reelection for 
Biden and a Democratic takeback of the 
House.

I let that sink in, as I leaned over and 
gently removed my cell phone from San-
ta’s bag and put it into my pocket. 

He just shrugged. It was hard to not 
like the guy; he giveth and he taketh 
away. Just like voters. 

Feedback: letters@marinatimes.com; 
Merry Christmas from author:  
john@marinatimes.com
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As you, our most dedicated and loyal readers 
know, the Marina Times is the most aggressive 
and tenacious newspaper in our community 

investigating city government and uncovering 
consequential issues facing the city.

We want to continue and grow our ability to 
investigate and fearlessly call out what is going 
on in San Francisco to provide community news 
that you’ve been accustomed to getting from us.

If you love the Marina Times, we 
are asking you to sign up for a 
subscription and support us!

The Marina Times will be mailed to the doorstep 
of our subscribers for an annual cost of $50.

FREE COPIES of the Marina Times will still be  
available at more than 50 businesses and 

newsracks throughout the Marina, so if you do not 
have the means to subscribe, don’t worry, you will 

easily be able to pick up a copy. To �nd the location 
nearest you, visit marinatimes.com/where-to-�nd-it

Thank you for your support, and we look 
forward to continuing to serve the community 
by covering important local news in print and 

online at marinatimes.com.

November  
recommendations
Picking the best on the ballot

BY CATHERINE STEFANI

Election day is almost upon us! San Francis-

cans will take to the polls and make their voices 

heard for the fourth and final time this year. If 

you are unsure of your registration status, you may 

register to vote (registertovote.ca.gov) or update your 

information (sfelections.org) online. 
This November ballot will include many local initia-

tives that will have profound long-term effects on our 

city as we navigate our economic recovery. Here are my 

recommendations on some local initiatives and offices.

YES ON PROPOSITION B
Proposition B reduces bureaucratic bloat and ensures 

more funding goes directly to street cleaning opera-

tions. Last election, voters opted to restructure how 

San Francisco completes infrastructure projects and 

cleans up our public spaces by pulling street sanitation 

functions out of the Department of Public Works and 

putting it into a new department. Although the idea 

might sound good in theory, it will cost taxpayers near-

ly $10 million annually in extra administrative costs 

BY SUSAN DYER REYNOLDS

The fact the Marina Times is still going is proof that god 

doesn’t exist.
— Tweet by former police commissioner John Hamasaki, 

who deleted nearly 9,000 tweets just before declaring his 
candidacy for San Francisco District Attorney 

In October 2020, I wrote a column titled “San 

Francisco needs big change” in which I endorsed a 

lineup of district candidates running for the Board of 

Supervisors. Unfortunately, ranked-choice voting (RCV) 

— that pernicious, confusing alternative to a regular run-

off style election — handed victories to several candidates 

who either didn’t win the most first-place votes or barely 

won after three rounds. The system is flawed, and the 

lack of qualified, competent supervisors currently seated 

is sad proof.
In next month’s election, all San Francisco voters will use 

RCV to elect the assessor-recorder, district attorney, and 

public defender, while those residing in even-numbered 

supervisorial districts (2, 4, 6, 8, and 10) will also elect mem-

bers of the Board of Supervisors to represent them. Accord-

ing to the city’s Department of Elections, “With ranked-

San Francisco still 
needs big change
Candidate endorsements for 

the November 2022 election
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Roger Dean’s career spans more than 
60 years and his dazzling large-scale 
paintings, drawings, and sculpture 
have cemented him a place in both 
popular culture and the world of 
fine art.  Freyja Dean is the next gen-

eration of Dean family artists and 
has won international attention for 
her painting, sculpture, and fabric 
art. This exhibition connects all fac-
ets of the Deans’ wide-ranging and 
restless imagination.
 
BEYOND THE VISUAL 
 The Deans have forged a broad 
path of cultural influence through the 
years. Roger Dean, an award-winning 
album cover artist primarily known 
for his extensive work with the band 
Yes, is also known as the “only mem-
ber of Yes who doesn’t play an instru-
ment.” Visitors to the Art Center 
will recognize famous paintings that 
became the artwork for some of his 
legendary album covers, as well as 
studies of his extraordinary design 
work, including his iconic Yes logo. 
 Not to be easily confined, Roger 
Dean’s work spans fine art to graph-
ic design, architecture to stage sets, 
from small-scale drawings to sta-
dium-sized vistas. Blue Planet Alli-
ance Founder Henk Rogers says, 
“I’ve worked with Roger for 35 years 
and could not be more honored 
to support ‘The Secret Path’ at the 
Haight Street Art Center. In all my 
years in publishing, I’ve never met 

BY SHARON ANDERSON

 

The Haight Street Art 
Center presents an exhibition 
by famed U.K. artists Roger 

Dean and his daughter, Freyja Dean. 

‘The Secret Path: The Art of 
Roger and Freyja Dean’
Nature and imagination merge in dreamlike landscapes
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Screen scares in the air
Left to right: Kathy Najimy, Bette Midler, and Sarah Jessica Parker in Hocus Pocus 2. PHOTO: COURTESY WALT DISNEY STUDIOS

BY MICHAEL SNYDER 

When autumn starts to 
creep in and a certain 
haunt-ridden end-of-Oc-

tober holiday approaches, the 
movie and television industries 
invariably roll out the horror. The 
powers that be know audiences are 
always ready for the strange delight 

of a good fright, especially around  
Halloween. 

In fact, the run-up to spooky sea-
son began early this year with more 
than a few memorable onscreen 
scare-fests. This month, more are 
on the way. From slasher flicks with 
pitiless serial killers to paranormal 
nightmare fuel to sucker-punch por-
traits of evil, this selection of pre-

views and reviews should get you 
ready to scream.
 If there’s a franchise for the stu-
dios to exploit such as the Hallow-
een movies that feature the men-
ace of masked serial killer Michael 
Myers, it shall be done. So on Oct. 
14, Universal Pictures is releasing 
Halloween Ends — starring Jamie 

The Quest by Roger Dean. PHOTO: COURTESY ROGER DEAN; HAIGHT STREET ART

Supervisor    Opinion Art World    Exhibitions

The new rules 
News Briefs reports on changes to busking and housing.  p. 3

Liz Farrell lays out the reasons for kids to learn to speak up  

for themselves.  p. 11 

Garey De Martini talks with agent Eileen Mougeot about  

how real estate differs today from the old days. p. 12 

October events
Everything from Fleet Week 

to trolley dances to the 

Italian Heritage Parade liven 

up the month of October in 

San Francisco. p. 6

November 
recommendations
Picking the best on the ballot

BY CATHERINE STEFANI

lection day is almost upon us! San Francis

cans will take to the polls and make their voices 

heard for the fourth and final time this year. If 

you are unsure of your registration status, you may 

register to vote (
information (sfelections.org

This November ballot will include many local initia

tives that will have profound long-term effects on our 

city as we navigate our economic recovery. Here are my 

recommendations on some local initiatives and offices.

YES ON PROPOSITION B
Proposition B reduces bureaucratic bloat and ensures 

more funding goes directly to street cleaning opera

tions. Last election, voters opted to restructure how 

San Francisco completes infrastructure projects and 

cleans up our public spaces by pulling street sanitation 

functions out of the Department of Public Works and 

putting it into a new department. Although the idea 

might sound good in theory, it will cost taxpayers near

ly $10 million annually in extra administrative costs 

MARINATIMES.COM

Screen scares in the air
Left to right: Kathy Najimy, Bette Midler, and Sarah Jessica Parker in 

BY MICHAEL SNYDER

When autumn starts to
creep in and a certain 
haunt-ridden end-of-Oc

tober holiday approaches, the 
movie and television industries 
invariably roll out the horror. The 
powers that be know audiences are 
always ready for the strange delight 

Supervisor

for themselves.  p. 11 

Garey De Martini talks with agent Eileen Mougeot about 
p. 12 

up the month of October in 

San Francisco. p. 6

The jig is up
The state puts San Francisco under the microscope

BY JOHN ZIPPERER

California officials have announced that San Francisco has the dishonor of being the first city in the state to be subject to a review of its housing policies and practices. The state says the city’s own data shows it has “the longest timelines in the state for advancing housing projects to construction, among the highest housing and construction costs, and [the state] has received more complaints about San Francisco than any other local jurisdiction.”The state is “deeply concerned about processes and political decision-making in San Francisco that delay and impede the creation of housing and want to understand why this is the case,” said Gustavo Velasquez, director of the Department of Housing and Community Develop-ment. “We will be working with the city to identify and clear roadblocks to construction of all types of housing, and when we find policies and practices that violate or evade state housing law, we will pursue those violations together with the Attorney General’s Office. We expect the cooperation of San Francisco in this effort.”I am sure we can look forward to witnessing a very creative interpretation of “cooperation.” All the usual 

BY SUSAN DYER REYNOLDS

“It is N-words like you that looks like me that is always the problem … You must not know who I am, I’ll whoop your ass.”
— Shamann Walton to sheriff cadet Emare Butler, City Hall security checkpoint, June 24, 2022

B oard of Supervisors President Shamann  Walton likes to call people out for their mis-deeds, particularly when it comes to race. In 2020, the second most powerful person at City Hall (and the first Black man elected to the position) introduced the Caren Act, which stands for Caution Against Racially Exploitative Non-Emergencies (a nod to the term “Karen,” which refers to white women complaining) making it illegal to dial 911 to make a racially biased or fabricated report. Walton also blasted the closure of JFK Drive to cars as “elitist, ableist and segregationist.” Most recently, he demand-ed the resignation of Ann Hsu, one of three mayoral appointees who replaced three commissioners recalled last February, for comments she made on a par-

Te�on Shamann
From berating a cadet to a questionable mortgage, is Supervisor Shamann Walton beyond reproach?
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ica exhibition, the offerings include a selection from the museum’s pho-tography collection; an installation by Swiss artist Julian Charrière highlighting the realms of environ-mental science and natural history; 

an installation by assemblage artist Amalia Mesa-Bains; and Conver-sation Pieces, a selection of quirky, one-of-a kind furniture.

‘SIGHTLINES: PHOTOGRAPHS FROM THE COLLECTION’ Sightlines features more than 200 works from SFMOMA’s holdings and explores themes of studio por-traiture to camera-less photography. One gallery is devoted to Louis Car-los Bernal’s vivid color photogra-phy of the Southwest from the late 1970s. 
 Other galleries consider the ques-tion “What constitutes a photo-graph?” Man Ray’s humorous and irreverent photograms will be on view. Ray was known for his “rayo-graphs,” created by placing objects directly on a photosensitized piece of paper and then exposing it to light. 

 A large-scale cyanotype instal-lation by Meghann Riepenhoff is also on display. Cyanotypes are cre-ated with a photographic printing method using the ultraviolet blue light spectrum, hence the bluish hue from which it is named. Lit-toral Drift Nearshore #209 (2015) 

BY SHARON ANDERSON
 

The SFMOMA’s fall exhibi-tions are noteworthy in their diversity. In addition to the ongoing major Diego Rivera’s Amer-

SFMOMA exhibitions this  fall feature culture, nature, and history

SUPERVISOR, continued on 2

Bowie’s stellar trek from Stardust to ‘Blackstar’

A scene from Moonage Daydream. PHOTO: COURTESY OF NEON

BY MICHAEL SNYDER

David Bowie, the sleek British musician and actor whose prodigious, multifac-eted career achieved liftoff with his mid-1970s glam-rock incarnation Ziggy Stardust, left this plane of being on Jan. 10, 2016 at the age of 69. In the six-plus years since 

Ziggy became stardust, his music has played on, his influence persists, and his admirers continue to shower him with love and respect. At least two different all-star bands have played a spate of shows that pay tribute to Bowie. And a series of posthumous documentaries have memorialized him, as one would expect when a flamboyant world-renowned figure 

dies while still producing laudable work — specifically his final album Blackstar and theatrical production Lazarus.
 Taking different approaches to his life and endeavors, 2016’s Bowie: The Man Who Changed the World (Net-flix) established his impact on popu-lar culture; 2017’s The Last Five Years 

Meghann Riepenhoff’s Littoral Drift Nearshore #209. PHOTO: KATHERINE DU TIEL; 

COURTESY SFMOMA
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Beefed-up police presence
Stefani gets additional police, 
ambassadors to deter crime
BY JOHN ZIPPERER

PHOTOGRAPHER ROBBERIES SPUR 
INCREASED POLICE PRESENCE

In the wake of two brazen robberies 
of wedding photographers near the Pal-
ace of Fine Arts, District 2 Supervisor 
Catherine Stefani has secured additional 
police presence for the Palace, as well as 
the nearby Chestnut Street commercial 
area.

“Everyday I hear from San Franciscans 
who are concerned about crime in our city, 
and I take this issue extremely seriously,” 
Stefani said in a statement.

Saying that her first priority “is to keep 
residents and visitors safe, and to make sure 
that small businesses can thrive,” Stefani 
said new patrols will be added, and an addi-
tional $300,000 will be used to add com-
munity ambassa-
dors to the area. The 
Police Department’s 
Community Ambas-
sador Program uses 
retired police offi-
cers to supplement 
foot beat patrols in 
business and com-
mercial areas. 

KRON 4 quot-
ed Police Chief Bill Scott saying that an 
increased police presence should be visible 
around the Palace of Fine Arts, Fillmore, 
Pacific Heights, Union Street, and other 
busy areas.

GGNRA TURNS 50
On Oct. 27, the Golden Gate National 

Recreation Area hit middle age, celebrat-
ing 50 years since its formation. Stretching 
from Alcatraz to Crissy Field to The Pre-
sidio to Rancho Corral de Tierra in San 
Mateo County, GGNRA manages some 
of the most popular tourist destinations 
in the region — as well as favorite locales 
for locals.

To commemorate the year, GGNRA 
is offering numerous events throughout 
the next year.  There are monthly guid-
ed walks exploring “Presidio: Changes 
Through Time,” a “Fee Free Day: at Alca-
traz,” a poster contest (the deadline is fast 
approaching: Dec. 16), opportunities for 
the community to share their GGNRA 
memories, and more. You can find a 
schedule of GGNRA 50th anniversary 
events at nps.gov/goga/50events.htm.

PELOSI SHIFTS ROLES
Following the Democrats’ narrow loss 

of the U.S. House of Representatives in 
the November election, and the shocking 
violent attack on her husband, Speak-
er Nancy Pelosi announced she would 
remain in Congress but would step back 
from a leadership role. Pelosi, who has 
represented San Francisco in the House 
since 1987, used the announcement of her 
decision to usher in the next generation of 
Democratic House leadership, with Rep. 
Hakeem Jeffries of New York expected to 
be the new minority leader.

Widely considered one of the most pow-
erful House speakers in history — even 
ruefully by many Republican members 
of Congress — Pelosi’s announcement 
signaled not only a shift in generations 
but also a shift in regional power. Jeffries 
represents Brooklyn on the opposite coast 
from San Francisco. But if the current 
House Minority Leader succeeds in his 

effort to be elected speaker, California will 
retain that position. 

Pelosi was reelected to her House seat in 
November with 84 percent of the vote.

BRIEFLY NOTED
Soccer fans often feel isolated in cities that 

are filled with fans of baseball, basketball, 
and American football. Street Soccer USA 
and the city of San Francisco teamed up 
to hold public screenings of major World 
Cup matches in various locations through-
out the city, including the JFK Promenade 
and Civic Center. The screenings continue 
through the finals on Dec. 18. Details and 
the schedule are available at worldcupsf.
org. And you’ll even be able to wear a One 
Love armband . . . Ristobar (2300 Chestnut 
Street) is showing off its new look and tasty 
new menu. Take a look at ristobarsf.com  

. . . According to a 
new ranking of the 
20 best cities for 
members of Gener-
ation Z (that’s peo-
ple born between 
1997 and 2012), San 
Francisco ranks — 
nowhere. In Com-
mercialCafe’s rank-
ing on the basis of 

affordability, green spaces, “fun factor,” and 
other factors, Atlanta takes first place, Vir-
ginia Beach, Va., is in 20th place, and our 
fair city is nowhere to be found. Back in 
June, a similar Gen Z ranking by Fortune 
magazine gave first place to Austin, Tex. 
On the other hand, back in March, Rent-
Cafe ranked San Francisco in first place 
in its “Top 20 Trending Cities for Gen Z 
Renters in 2022,” so we got at least one win  
. . . Speaking of rankings, BetCalifornia.
com ranks California in second place, but 
it’s not a great survey on which to be ranked 
so high. California is behind only Hawaii 
on a list of the 10 hardest states to own a 
home in the United States.

HOLIDAY FACTS AND FIGURES
501 Stanyan Street: Location of the 

home of John McLaren, Golden Gate 
Park’s builder, who decorated a cypress 
tree in his front yard in 1929, and the tree 
has been lit up every year since as the city’s 
official Christmas tree . . . 1880: the year 
McClaren’s cypress was planted . . . Jan. 
1, 2023: end date of the Macy’s Holiday 
Windows display in Union Square, which 
for the first time since 2019 features adopt-
able and adorable kittens and puppies . . . 
Dec. 18: date of the fifth annual Glowing 
Hanukkah Pop-Up in Ghirardelli Square, 
with crafts, dreidels, donuts, candle light-
ing, and more . . . A.D. 280: year of the 
birth of St. Nicholas in southern Turkey; 
his generosity toward the poor and dis-
enfranchised is the basis of St. Nicholas 
and Santa Claus . . . 33: percentage of men 
who wait until Christmas Eve to do their 
Christmas shopping . . . 98: percentage of 
Christmas trees grown on farms . . .  733: 
number of versions of “Silent Night” copy-
righted since 1978 . . . 1931: the year that 
illustrator Haddon Sundblom was hired 
to design the now-iconic Santa Claus (for 
Coca-Cola) . . . 8 billion: the number of 
people Santa Claus will have to deliver gifts 
to on Dec. 25, according to the latest global 
population count.

Feedback: letters@marinatimes.com. News 
tips? Email: john@marinatimes.com

“Everyday I hear from 
San Franciscans who 
are concerned about 

crime in our city.”
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Real Estate
The Observer    Market insight

BY GAREY DE MARTINI

The San Francisco Bay Area led 
the country in economic growth 
in 2022, with a 4.8 percent increase 

in GDP, according to a new report from 
the Kenan Institute of Private Enterprise. 
Sounds pretty good, right? 

That is until you read that the tech sector 
accounted for most of this growth, and 
some of the biggest names in technology 
just announced layoffs.

There’s simply a steady stream of mixed 
signals. The U.S. GDP accelerated at a 
better pace than expected in the third 
quarter. Is there light at the end of the 
economic tunnel? Don’t get your hopes up, 
say economists.

Inflation is down, so that’s good, isn’t it? 
Yes, but still high. And the Fed is likely to 
raise rates again to combat it. 

Mixed signals everywhere you turn. 
Matt Fuller, cofounder of Jackson Fuller 

Real Estate and a past president of the 
San Francisco Association of Realtors, 
summed it up this way when describing 
the vibe in real estate today: “Everyone 
knows something is happening, and 
absolutely no one knows what that is. 
Inventory. Interest Rates. Layoffs. Remote 
work. Empty downtown. State housing 
elements. Supervisors.” 

He added with a smile, “Destination 
unknown, full speed ahead!”

AUTUMN PERFORMANCE
Fuller believes the 2022 real estate 

season wrapped up early, and separating 
signal from noise for the rest of the year 
is likely a fool’s errand. He has been 
attending industry events recently, and 
says that his takeaway is real estate’s best 
and brightest economic thinkers have 
landed on one consistent theme: Nobody 
knows what’s ahead.

Locally, realistic buyers and sellers are 
making deals happen. Most, however, are 
choosing to sit on the sidelines, hoping 
to time the market, expecting to make 
their move when conditions become more 
favorable for them. 

In the middle of November, SocketSite 
reported on the large number of homes 
for sale in San Francisco. Inventory levels 
were effectively at a 12-year high on a 
seasonally adjusted basis, save for when 
the market was frozen in 2020 due to the 
pandemic. 

What’s more, in November more than 
40 percent of the homes on the market in 
San Francisco had reduced their asking 
prices at least once, which was the highest 
percentage of reduced listings since the 
fourth quarter of 2011.

Homes priced at $3 million and above, 
and condos, are in general having the 
hardest time selling at this point. 

Ted Andersen of the San Francisco 
Business Times said in a November article 

that some of San Francisco’s most recent 
condo developments still have many unsold 
units after sales failed to tick up during the 
third quarter — a time when inventory and 
sales expectations rise each year.

“While large downtown condo towers 
such as the 392-unit Mira (280 Spear 
Street) and the 298-unit Harrison (401 
Harrison Street) have filled up, others 
have fallen far short,” he wrote for the 
Business Times. “For example, the Serif 
at 960 Market Street, delivered last year, 
has only sold just over 50 of its 252 units. 
Likewise, One Steuart Lane has sold 40 of 
its 120 units.”

TIMING
High interest rates are blamed for some 

of this buyer reluctance. Completely 
understandable. But there is a saying in 
the business that might resonate for some 
potential buyers: “Marry the house and 
date the rate.” 

The idea is you purchase a home 
regardless of what the rate is, with plans 
to refinance later. The home is the keeper; 
the mortgage rate is not. This strategy has 

worked well in the past, but of course, 
there are no guarantees going forward. 
Never overextend yourself, as it might take 
a long while for rates to come down.

But if you find something you like, and 
if you’ve got the money, maybe mortgage 
rates shouldn’t get in the way.

Fuller wanted to talk about one thing 
that no one seems to be discussing. He 
believes San Francisco’s inclusionary 
housing program is profoundly broken. 
He argues that city officials are building 
a new class of housing that isn’t market 
rate, isn’t rental, and may be a disaster for 
owners thinking they will come out better 
off than if they had just rented. 

Fuller thinks part of the problem is all 
the red tape involved with the program. 
Economic headwinds make the real estate 
market scary enough, but problems with 
this well-intentioned but possibly flawed 
“Below-Market-Rate Program” make it 
sound even scarier. Especially for those 
already having a hard time making ends 
meet in the city.

Feedback: letters@marinatimes.com

San Francisco real estate:  
It’s anybody’s guess

Is it dusk or dawn for the San Francisco real estate market? PHOTO: UPSPLASH / 

INFINITEVIEWSLLC.COM
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December Events
NOT TO MISS THIS MONTH

Calendar

36th Annual Macy’s Holiday Windows

Thu.–Sun., noon–5 p.m. through Jan. 1 
(except Dec. 25)
Macy’s Union Square
The SFSPCA’s magical Holiday Windows 
adoption outreach program returns to find 
forever homes for homeless pets. SPCA 
volunteers will be on hand to introduce the 
animals and the adoption process. Free 
viewing, 415-554-3000, sfspca.org

PHOTO: NORA STRATTON / FACEBOOK.COM/ SFSPCA

Editor’s note: Covid regulations vary by 
event; visit individual websites for up-to-date 
information.

HOLIDAY 
HIGHLIGHTS
Holiday Ice Rink in Union Square
Daily through Jan. 16, 10 a.m.–10 p.m.
Union Square
Ring in the holiday season at this outdoor 
rink with 60-minute sessions starting every 
90 minutes. Visit website for special event 
programming (Let it Go Wednesdays, Flashback 
Fridays, and more). $20 (includes skate 
rental; online ticketing only), 415-295-1588, 
unionsquareicerink.com

ACT | A Christmas Carol
Most days through Dec. 24
Toni Rembe Theater (415 Geary St.)
A Bay Area favorite holiday tradition returns 
in this production that stays true to Dickens’s 
timeless story of redemption and brings a 
playful sensibility to his rich language. $15–$130, 
415-749-2228, act-sf.org

S.F. Ballet | The Nutcracker 
Most days, Dec. 8–27
War Memorial Opera House
In this unforgettable holiday tale, enter a 
magical wonderland of toy soldiers, a blizzard 
of snowflakes, and a kaleidoscope of more than 
150 dancers in Helgi Tomasson’s dazzling San 
Francisco-inspired production accompanied by a 
live orchestra performing Tchaikovsky’s beloved 
score. $19–$495, 415-865-2000, sfballet.org

29th Annual Union Street Festival of 
Lights
Friday, Dec. 9 & 16, 3–7 p.m.
Union Street (btw. Gough & Steiner)
Fillmore Street (btw. Union & Greenwich)
Come celebrate for the first time in three 
years Union Street’s famous holiday lights. 
Santa, the missus (or elf) will be handing out 
treats throughout the seasonally decorated 
neighborhood. Strolling carolers dressed in 
Dickens period attire will also be part of the 
festivities. Visitors may also find surprises (treats, 
promotions, or events) offered by merchants in 
their stores. Free, 628 224-1549

Holiday ice rink at Union Square. PHOTO: CEDRIC LETSCH/UNSPLASH

13th Annual Eye Heart New Year’s Eve
Saturday, Dec. 31, 9 p.m.
Festival Pavilion, Fort Mason Center
Headlined by Alesso and featuring Sam Blacky, 
and others, this New Year’s extravaganza features 
two stages, theatrical performances, open bar, 
and more. $150–$225, sfnye.events

Under the Fireworks New Year’s Eve 
Cruise
Saturday, Dec. 31, 9 p.m.
San Francisco Spirit (Pier 3)
Ring in the new year in style, with two levels of 
music, open bar, mix-and-mingle food menu, 
amazing �rework skyline, and under-the-bridge 
views on the bay. $259–$349, eventbrite.com

COMMUNITY 
CORNER
S.F. Firefighters Virtual Toy Drive
Daily through Dec. 31
Online
The S.F. Firefighters Toy Program is the nation’s 
oldest program of its kind. Shop online to 
purchase gifts and toys or set up your own 
virtual toy drive. Visit website for instructions. 
415-777-0440, sffirefighterstoys.org

GALAS & BENEFITS
Holiday Heroes
Tuesday, Dec. 6, 5:30–8:30 p.m.
Oracle Park 
Celebrate this season of giving and bring 
holiday joy (celebrity guests, crafts, and more) 
to hundreds of Bay Area families who need a 
little help to make this season magical. Visit 
website for details. $250 & up, 650-321-4142, 
holidayheroes.org

ART AND CULTURE
Shipyard Holiday Party & Art Show 
Sunday, Dec. 4, 11 a.m.–5 p.m.
Building 101, Hunters Point Shipyard (451 
Galvez St.)
Start your holiday shopping with an afternoon of 
art, treats, and festivities as Shipyard artists open 
their studios for this festive once-a-year event. 
Free, shipyardartists.com

20th Annual Parol Lantern Festival 
Saturday, Dec. 10, 5:30 p.m.
Yerba Buena Gardens
The parol lantern is the quintessential Filipino 
holiday symbol of joy and hope. Get into the 
holiday spirit with specialty parols made by 
Filipino artists and creators, free samples of 
traditional Filipino holiday treats, live music, 
and a parol lighting ceremony. Visit website for 
workshops on making your own parol. Free, 415-
239-0249, parollanternfestival.com

Festa Dei Dolci 
Sunday, Dec. 11, 2–5 p.m.
Museo Italo Americano (Fort Mason Center)
Celebrate the holidays Italian style with 
sweet and savory Italian treats accompanied 
by cheese, wine, and coffee for a delicious 
start to the season. The Festa also features 
ornament-making activities for young ones, 

Guardsman Tree Lot Party

Saturday, Dec. 17, 8 p.m.
Festival Pavilion, Fort Mason Center
Celebrate the season with a magical night 
of dancing and beverages in an indoor 
winter wonderland. $120 & up, 415-856-0939, 
treelotparty.com

PHOTO: TREELOTPARTY.COM

live Italian music, access to the Museo’s current 
exhibition, and more. $Free–$60, 415-673-2200, 
museoitaloamericano.org

THEATER
Custom Made Theatre Co. | Shoshana 
in December: A New Musical
Thu.–Sun. through Dec. 18
Phoenix Theatre (414 Mason St.)
This poly-holiday musical explores Hanukkah, 
Christmas, and the traditions we create for our-
selves. $35–$55, 415-798-2682, custommade.org

BATS Improv | The Good, The Bad & 
The Jolly 
Saturdays through Dec. 29, 8 p.m.
Bayfront Theatre (Fort Mason Center)
Whether you love the holidays or hate them, 
revel in the winter cheer or barely notice it, 
you’ll enjoy this collection of musical vignettes 
exploring and celebrating all things holiday. $20 
& $50, 415-474-6776, improv.org

30th Annual Kung Pao Kosher Comedy 
Fri.–Sun., Dec. 23–25, 5–7:30 p.m.
Congregation Sherith Israel (2266 California St.) 
& livestream
Enjoy this uniquely Bay Area holiday tradition of 
Jewish comedy with Chinese food. This year’s 
show features Mark Schiff, Cathy Ladman, Orion 
Levine, and The Geduldig Sisters. A portion 
of proceeds benefit S.F.–Marin Food Bank and 
Center for Constitutional Rights. $25–$50, 415-
522-3737, koshercomedy.com

DANCE
City Ballet | The Nutcracker
Sat.–Sun., Dec. 10–11, 2 p.m.
Palace of Fine Arts Theatre
Get into the holiday spirit as Clara and an 
amazing cast of characters dance their way 
through their incredible adventure. $65, 415-966-
6991, palaceoffinearts.org

Smuin Ballet | The Christmas Ballet
Wed.–Sun., Dec. 14–18 & Wed.–Sat., Dec. 
21–24
Blue Shield of California Theater at YBCA (700 
Howard St.)
The two acts of The Christmas Ballet feature the 
best of both worlds: classical ballet set to carols 
and red-hot contemporary works set to pop 
favorites with Smuin’s signature medley of ballet, 
contemporary, character, Broadway jazz, and tap. 
$36–$99, 415-912-1899, smuinballet.org

Stapleton School of the Performing 
Arts | The Nutcracker
Sat.–Sun., Dec. 17–18, 1 & 5 p.m.
Palace of Fine Arts Theatre
The 34th annual production features a cast of 
over 150 performers dressed in lavish costumes, 
vibrant sets, and spirited choreography is 
sure to get you in the holiday spirit. $40–$55, 
palaceoffinearts.org

World Ballet Series | The Nutcracker
Wednesday, Dec. 21, 7 p.m.
Palace of Fine Arts Theatre
This production is performed by a multinational 
cast of 50 professional ballet dancers and features 
over 150 hand-sewn costumes and hand-crafted 
sets to bring this most beloved holiday tradition to 
life. $55–$185, 888-469-1011, palaceoffinearts.org

MUSIC
Holiday Harmonies A Capella Event 
Sunday, Dec. 4, 4–6 p.m.
Bayfront Theater (Bldg. B, Fort Mason Center)
Enjoy Bay Area choral groups singing pop and 
seasonal tunes for the whole family. $25, 415-
347-1807, bcvocals.com 

S.F. Symphony | Handel’s Messiah
Fri.–Sat., Dec. 9–10, 7:30 p.m.
Davies Symphony Hall
Masaaki Suzuki leads the S.F. Symphony and Cho-
rus in this celebrated masterpiece and holiday 
favorite, one of the best-loved musical works of 
all time. $30–$65, 415-864-6000, sfsymphony.org

CALENDAR, continued on next page

Christmas at Grace Cathedral
Sat.–Mon., Dec. 10–19 & Wed.–Fri., Dec. 
21–23
Grace Cathedral & livestream
Celebrate the season with A Cathedral Christmas 
(Dec. 10–11, 17–18, & 23); Brass and Organ (Dec. 
12); Sing You a Merry Christmas (Dec. 10, 17, & 
21–22), and Soulful Joy (Dec. 19). $17–$86, 415-
746-6300, gracecathedral.org

JCCSF’s Glowing Hanukkah Party
Sunday, Dec. 18, 3–6 p.m.
Fountain Plaza, Ghirardelli Square
This family-friendly event will feature live glowing 
music, crafts, games, and special menus from 
the restaurants at the square. Visit website for 
schedule and registration. Free, 415-775-5500, 
ghirardellisq.com 

Kim Nalley: Gospel Christmas
Sunday, Dec. 18, 4 p.m.
Feinstein’s at the Nikko (222 Mason St.)
This annual tradition features S.F.’s favorite 
acclaimed vocalist performing all your favorite 
holiday songs, special guests, and a few sing-a-
longs at this rollicking, joyous, family-friendly con-
cert. $60, 866-663-1063, feinsteinssf.com

NEW YEAR’S CELE-
BRATIONS
American Bach Soloists | A Baroque 
New Year’s Eve at the Opera
Saturday, Dec. 31, 4 p.m.
Herbst Theatre
Enjoy an early night on the town with a delightful 
program of arias, duets, and instrumental music 
from Baroque opera and concert, with soprano 
Liv Redpath and bass Alex Rosen. $25–$125, 415-
621-7920, americanbach.org

New Year’s Eve Meditation & Celebration
Saturday, Dec. 31, 6:30–8 p.m.
Location provided at registration & livestream
Ring out the old and ring in the new with 
meditation, live music, and words of wisdom in 
this contemplative ceremony. Free, register at 
bksanfrancisco.org

New Year’s Eve with Seth MacFarlane
Saturday, Dec. 31, 7:30 p.m.
Davies Symphony Hall
The Academy Award- and Grammy-nominated 
singer, actor, and director brings classic, croon-
ing vocals and cool pizzazz to a “big band-era” 
performance of jazz standards and holiday hits. 
$99–$229, 415-864-4000, sfsymphony.org

New Year’s Eve with Kelli Barrett  
& Jarrod Spector
Saturday, Dec. 31, 7:30 & 10:30 p.m.
Feinstein’s at the Nikko (222 Mason St.)
Celebrate with husband and wife “Broadway 
royalty” as they perform a gamut of iconic and 
beloved Broadway hits. Includes a glass of spar-
kling wine or cider. $125 & $150, 866-663-1063, 
feinsteinssf.com

Black & White Ball
Saturday, Dec. 31, 8 p.m.
The Hibernia (1 Jones St.)
This elegant soiree in the elegant historic Hibernia 
Bank with stained glass skylights will feature 
local and world-renowned D.J.s spinning hits for 
nonstop dancing. Includes open bar. $150–$280, 
eventbrite.com
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Smuin Ballet’s A Christmas Ballet. PHOTO: KEITH SUTTER / SMUINBALLET.ORG

Old First Concerts

Most weekends, Dec. 9–23
1751 Sacramento St. & livestream
Holiday programs include the Young 
Women’s Chorus: Carols by Candlelight (Dec. 
9); Musae performing carols and hymns (Dec. 
10), the Ragazzi Boys Chorus: Magnificent 
Wonders (Dec. 11); Kitka: Wintersongs (Dec. 
18), and Golden Bough performing Celtic 
songs of winter (Dec. 23). $25–$35, 415-474-
1608, oldfirstconcerts.org

PHOTO: KITKA: WINTERSONGS; OLDFIRSTCONCERTS.ORG

Holiday Hootenanny
Saturday, Dec. 10, noon–4 p.m.
Golden Gate Bandshell
This concert features 10 singer-songwriters, 
each performing three holiday songs. Free, 
sfrecpark.org, goldengatebandshell.org

S.F. Girls Chorus | SFGC at Davies
Monday, Dec. 12, 7 p.m.
Davies Symphony Hall
SFGC’s annual December concert will feature a 
program of spirituals, cutting-edge vocal works, 
and a few familiar holiday favorites, including 
“Silent Night.” 415-863-1752, sfgirlschorus.org 

Cool Yule Christmas
Tuesday, Dec. 13, 7:30 p.m.
Davies Symphony Hall
Broadway vocalist Capathia Jenkins and 
acclaimed jazz singer-pianist Tony DeSare light 
up the stage with songs made legendary by Ella 
Fitzgerald and Frank Sinatra. $28-$135, 415-864-
6000, sfsymphony.org

S.F. Jazz | Pink Martini
Tue.–Sun., Dec. 13–18
201 Franklin St. & livestream
Performing a cross-genre mix of classical, jazz, 
and old-fashioned pop, the band’s infectiously 
joyous takes on classic holiday music will make 
your season swing. $65–$175, 866-920-5299, 
sfjazz.org

Chanticleer | A Chanticleer Christmas
Sat.–Sun., Dec. 17–18, 8 p.m.
St. Ignatius Church (650 Parker Ave.)
From the candlelit chant procession to the 
triumphant gospel conclusion, this program 
offers joy and transcendence through beautifully 
sung music of all centuries from classical to 
carols. $36–$80, 415-252-8589, chanticleer.org

Franc D’Ambrosio I Home for the 
Holidays
Wed.–Thu., Dec. 21–22, 8 p.m.
Feinstein’s at the Nikko (222 Mason St.)
Celebrate the spirit of the season in this 
program of traditional carols, Broadway 
standards, a moving rendition of “O Holy 
Night,” and of course the song that made 
D’Ambrosio famous, “The Music of the Night,” 
from The Phantom of the Opera. $56–$80, 866-
663-1063, feinsteinssf.com

Calendar 
continued from pg. 6

A Very Liberace & Liza 
Holiday Concert

A Merri-achi Christmas

Friday, Dec. 23, 7:30 p.m.
Davies Symphony Hall
Experience a truly international celebration 
in this musical tribute to Mexico’s Christmas 
traditions, with the ensemble singing and 
playing holiday favorites from both Mexico 
and America in a vibrant performance that will 
have the whole family dancing in the aisles. 
$49–$200, 415-864-6000, sfsymphony.org

PHOTO: FACEBOOK.COM/MARIACHISOLDEMEXICODE 
JOSEHERNANDEZ

A Very Liberace & Liza Holiday 
Concert
Wed.–Thu., Dec. 28–29, 8 p.m.
Feinstein’s at the Nikko (222 Mason St.)
Smile and clap along to this joyful holiday 
cabaret extravaganza with upbeat tunes, 
Christmas carol sing-a-longs, and mystery 
audience presents with David Saffert as 
Liberace and Jillian Snow Harris as Liza 
Minnelli in this entertaining night of musical 
and comical fireworks. $60, 866-663-1063, 
feinsteinssf.com

PHOTO: FEINSTEINSSF.COM

Santa Segway Tour

Santa Segway Tour
Fri.–Sun., through Dec. 11 & Daily,  
Dec. 17–24
Starts: Fisherman’s Wharf Office (757 Beach 
St. at Umbrella Alley)
Ride a Segway while dressed in a Santa suit in 
this fun tour of the waterfront. Includes Santa 
suits and hot chocolate. Ages 12 & up. $97, 
415-474-3130, electrictourcompany.com

PHOTO: ELECTRICTOURCOMPANY.COM

S.F. Gay Men’s Chorus | Holiday 
Spectacular
Saturday, Dec. 24, 5 p.m., 7 p.m., & 9 p.m.
Castro Theatre
Enjoy joyous music, fabulous costumes, and 
the thrilling dancing favorite holiday songs, 
classical choral works, and unexpected originals, 
including a holiday-themed Cher medley. $40–
$50, sfgmc.org

FILMS
Sea Lion Cinema
Saturday, Dec. 10, 6:30 p.m.
Courtyard, the Cannery
There’s no better way to celebrate the holidays 
than to watch classic films — bring a blanket, 
the whole family, and your holiday spirit for a 
screening of Home Alone. Food for purchase will 
be available. Free, fishermanswharf.org

Ghirardelli Square Outdoor Films
Monday & Saturday, Dec. 12–19, 7–9 p.m.
Fountain Plaza, Ghirardelli Square
Enjoy outdoor movies through December 
with screenings of The Grinch (Dec. 12), The 
Nightmare Before Christmas (Dec. 17), Elf (Dec. 
19). Arrive by 6:30 for hot chocolate and cookies 
for purchase. Bring chairs and blankets. Free, 
415-775-5500, ghirardellisq.com

How the Grinch Stole Christmas
Fri.–Sat., Dec. 16–17
Davies Symphony Hall
This vibrant 2000 adaptation of Dr. Seuss’s 
beloved book stars Jim Carrey and has plenty 
of laughs for audiences of all ages. The S.F. 
Symphony performs the score live. $38–$180, 
415-864-6000, sfsymphony.org

NIGHTLIFE
Broadway S.F. | Kiki & Herb: Do You 
Hear What I Hear?
Friday, Dec. 9, 7:30 p.m.
Curran Theater
Enjoy sleighing belles, rabid yells, and 
tidings of joy from New York’s most iconic 
“octogenarian” lounge act. $35–$117, 888-746-
1799, broadwaysf.com

POTABLES AND 
EDIBLES
Holiday Gingerbread Cookie Decorating 
Class
Thursday, Dec. 8, 5:30–7 p.m.
Second floor, Ferry Building
Join sugar cookie sisters Maya (Painted  
Ladies Pastry) and Murrah (Burnt Cookies by 
Murrah) to decorate a custom S.F. Victorian-
inspired gingerbread cookie set and learn tips, 
tricks, and recipes to decorate at home. $125, 
eventbrite.com 

Guardsmen Annual Crab Feed
Saturday, Dec. 9, 6 p.m.–midnight
Festival Pavilion, Fort Mason Center
Start with cocktails, then enjoy fresh crab and 
pasta for dinner. Finish your evening with the 
signature after-party with music surrounded by 
friends and Christmas trees. Proceeds benefit 
Bay Area at-risk youth. $129 & up, 415-856-0939, 
eventbrite.com

Mark Foehringer’s Nutcracker Sweets 
Sat.–Sun., through Dec. 18, 11 a.m. &  
3 p.m. 
Cowell Theater (Fort Mason Center)
This unique, magical, zany, and fun 50-minute 
production of the classic holiday ballet is 
designed specifically for families. $24–$46, 628-
400-1348, mfdpsf.org

S.F. Symphony | Peter and the Wolf
Sunday, Dec. 11, 2 p.m.
Davies Symphony Hall
Sergei Prokofiev’s “symphonic fairy tale” 
featuring animal characters personified by 
instruments and melody is brought to life with 
guest narrator W. Kamau Bell and includes a 
musical program with sing-alongs. $33–$125, 
415-864-6000, sfsymphony.org

Photos with Santa
Tue., Dec. 13; Sat., Dec. 17; Wed., Dec. 21; 
& Fri., Dec. 23; 5–8 p.m.
Carillion, Ghirardelli Square
Bring your camera and snap a selfie with the big 
guy in red. Free, 415-775-5500, ghirardellisq.com

Kwanzaa Family Game Day
Monday, Dec. 26, 2–5 p.m.
S.F. Public Library Main Branch
To celebrate the first day of Kwanzaa, Brother 
Clint and Brother Malik will perform the 
Kwanzaa ritual, pour libations, honor ancestors, 
and light the first candle of the kinara, Umoja. 
Refreshments, food, and a variety of family-
friendly games follow. Registration required. 
Free, 415-557-4400, sfpl.org, eventbrite.com

HOLIDAY FUN

Merry Karaoke
Friday, Dec. 9, 7:30 p.m.
Courtyard, the Cannery
Sing your heart out by yourself or with a group 
onstage. Make your one song request online to 
add to the queue and make additional requests 
at the event. Food for purchase will be available. 
Free, fishermanswharf.org

calendar@marinatimes.com

SPORTS AND 
WELLNESS
Santa Skivvies Run
Sunday, Dec. 11, 9:30 a.m.
Check in: Lookout (3600 16th St.)
Don your favorite festive costume, or strip down 
to your undies to raise awareness and fight HIV/
AIDS and benefit the S.F. AIDS Foundation in 
this approximately one-mile run, walk, scooter, 
skip, or skate through the Castro. Includes a pair 
of Santa Skivvies and after party. $40, 415-487-
3000, santaskivviesrun.org

Winter Wellness Hike
Sunday, Dec. 11, 10 a.m.–1:30 p.m.
Land’s End
Work on your physical, mental, and emotional 
health in a forest bathing and mindfulness hike 
session, where you will learn techniques rooting 
in clinical behavioral health and self-actualization 
psychological research to help tackle the holiday 
season and beyond. $75, eventbrite.com

FAMILY FUN
ODC | The Velveteen Rabbit 
Thu.–Sun., through Dec. 11
The Blue Shield of California Theater at YBCA 
(700 Howard St.) & on-demand
Enjoy a Bay Area holiday tradition of music, 
dance, and a powerful narrative in a story that 
celebrates the unique relationship between a 
stuffed rabbit and its owner, and the enduring 
power of love. Add-on items and packages 
available. $15–$100, 415-549-8534, odc.dance

Sleeping Beauty: Panto in the Presidio
Thu.–Sun., through Dec. 30
Presidio Theatre (99 Moraga Ave.)
Enjoy this wildly funny musical mashup of 
true love, talking dogs, singing chickens, 
dancing ghosts, and enough fairy magic for 
the entire family. Audiences can join in the 
Panto (traditional British holiday entertainment) 
traditions of booing the villains, cheering the 
heroes, singing along to popular songs, and 
helping the fairies cast magic spells. $20–$45, 
415-960-3949, presidiotheatre.org

Teddy Bear Tea
Sat.–Sun., through Dec. 11, 10 a.m. &  
1 p.m.
Daily, Dec. 19–23, 10 a.m. & 1 p.m.
Ritz-Carlton San Francisco
Young family members are invited to the 
festively decorated Terrace Room to enjoy 
hot chocolate, teddy bear sweet treats, and 
assorted sandwiches in addition to a holiday 
show performed by an animated elf and 
holiday characters featuring sing-alongs, skits, 
and storytelling. Children will receive a teddy 
bear gift and keepsake photo. Wrapped toys 
for donation are welcomed and $2 per ticket 
sold will benefit charity. $172, 415-296-7465, 
ritzcarlton.com

The Great Dickens Christmas Fair & 
Victorian Holiday Party
Sat.–Sun., through Dec. 18, 10 a.m.–6 p.m.
Cow Palace 
Enjoy street scenes and enchanting tableaus 
from A Christmas Carol, lively music, family fun, 
hearty English foods, and handcrafted holiday 
gifts. $18–$45, dickensfair.com
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Arts & Entertainment

COMPILED BY CHRIS HSIANG

HARDCOVER FICTION
1. Lessons in Chemistry: A 
  Novel, by Bonnie Garmus
2. Desert Star: A Renée 
  Ballard and Harry Bosch 
  Novel, by Michael  
  Connelly
3. Small Things Like These, 
  by Claire Keegan

HARDCOVER NONFICTION
1. I’m Glad My Mom Died, by 
  Jennette McCurdy
2. Dinners with Ruth: A 
  Memoir on the Power of 
  Friendships, by Nina 
  Totenberg
3. New Kids in the World 
  Cup: The Totally Late ’80s 
  and Early ’90s Tale of the 
  Team That Changed 
  American Soccer Forever, 
  by Adam Elder

PAPERBACK FICTION
1. It Starts With Us: A Novel, 
  by Colleen Hoover
2. It Ends With Us: A Novel, 
  by Colleen Hoover 

3. The Silent Patient, by Alex 
  Michaelides
 
PAPERBACK NONFICTION
1. Attached: The New Science 
  of Adult Attachment and 
  How it Can Help You Find 
  — and Keep — Love, by 
  Amir Levine and Rachel 
  Heller
2. Unwinding Anxiety: New 
  Science Shows How to 
  Break the Cycles of Worry 
  and Fear to Heal Your 
  Mind, by Judson Brewer
3. The Dope: The Real 
  History of the Mexican 
  Drug Trade, by Benjamin T. 
  Smith

CHILDREN’S BOOKS
1. Stellarlune (Keeper of the 
  Lost Cities Book 9), by 
  Shannon Messenger 
2. Construction Site, Merry 
  and Bright, by Sherri 
  Duskey Rinker and Ag  
  Ford
3. Enemies (Berrybrook 
  Middle School #5), by 
  Svetlana Chmakova

NEW AND NOTABLE 
RELEASES

Dangerous Business, by Jane 
Smiley
 The Pulitzer Prize-winning 
Smiley goes for history and 
mystery in a tale set in 1850s 
Monterey, Calif., featuring Eliza 
Ripple, who’s been working as 
a prostitute since her husband’s 
death in a bar fight. When young 
women are found murdered in 
and around town, Eliza decides to 
emulate Edgar Allan Poe’s detec-
tive Dupin and pulls friend Jean 
into a hunt for the killer. As their 
madam says, “Being a woman is a 
dangerous business.”

Elizabeth Taylor: The Grit & 
Glamour of an Icon, by Kate 
Andersen Brower
 Brower’s book takes the read-
er into the private world of the 
most famous celebrity of the 20th 
century. Elizabeth’s heart, mind, 
and passion come vividly alive 
on each page. We see her as a 
woman who struggled and ulti-
mately survived to rewrite the 

playbook on celebrity and power. 
I never wanted it to end! 

– Brooke Shields

A Private Spy: The Letters of 
John Le Carré, by John Le Carre 
and Tim Cornwell
 The never-before-seen corre-
spondence of John le Carré, one 
of the most important novelists 
of our generation, is collected in 
this beautiful volume. During his 

lifetime, le Carré wrote numer-
ous letters to writers, spies, pol-
iticians, artists, actors, and pub-
lic figures. This collection is a 
treasure trove, revealing the late 
author’s humor, generosity, and 
wit — a side of him many readers 
have not previously seen.

Chris Hsiang can help you find your 
next book at Books Inc., 2251 Chest-
nut St., 415-931-3633, booksinc.net.

The Best of Books    What’s �ying off the shelves

The Marina Books Inc. best-seller list

Speaking of happily ever after, they are 
all worth a watch, even if they are of 
varying quality.

GUILLERMO DEL TORO’S 
‘PINOCCHIO’

The most memorable and gratifying of 
these movies is filmmaker Guillermo del 
Toro’s visually stunning stop-motion ani-
mated Pinocchio, which pays homage to 
the look of vintage images that accompa-
nied Collodi’s book. But del Toro’s adapta-
tion, currently in theaters and premiering 
Dec. 9 on Netflix, shifts the setting from 
the 1800s to a village in Italy during World 
War II when fascist dictator Benito Mus-
solini ruled the country and the towns-
people were increasingly under the heel 
of his minions. Although this gives the 
project an astute, if overt sociopolitical 
perspective, the heart of the tale remains 
the same as Geppetto, mourning the loss of 
his flesh-and-blood son, fashions a puppet 
that comes alive due to the magical minis-
trations of a friendly fairy. In line with all 
interpretations, a plucky talking cricket is 
tasked with keeping watch over the naïve 
wooden-headed creation that’s given the 
name Pinocchio.
 Even as these latest adventures of Pinoc-
chio parallel those of the source material 
as Geppetto must undertake a dangerous 
quest to find his wayward progeny, the 
historical context invites tweaks to the nar-
rative by fantasy master del Toro and his 
co-screenwriter Patrick McHale that never 
feel gratuitous. And all of it is rendered 
onscreen with such beauty and grace and 
fluidity, as directed by del Toro in partner-
ship with animator Mark Gustafson, that 
the animated characters have emotion-
al impact comparable to what would be 
delivered by a live-action cast. Of course, 
none of this would fly without excep-
tional voice performances, and they are 
evidenced throughout, led by venerable 
British actor David Bradley as Geppetto, 
alongside usual leading man Ewan McGre-
gor as the cricket and young Gregory 
Mann as Pinocchio, with starry support 

from Tilda Swinton, Cate Blanchett, Chris-
toph Waltz, John Turturro, among others.
 There are serviceable songs sprinkled 
throughout del Toro’s Pinocchio, none of 
which seem as timeless as those in Walt 
Disney’s 1940 cartoon telling of Collodi’s 
tale. In fact, those classic Disney num-
bers, including “When You Wish Upon a 
Star,” are reprised in the studio’s live-action 
and computer animation remake released 
earlier this year. Despite the presence of a 
white-wigged and mustached Tom Hanks 
playing Geppetto and the technical exper-
tise displayed by blending him and other 
actors with CGI, the decision to reproduce 
the familiar character designs from the 
older 2-D movie in 3-D form and lean on 
the old tunes gives this “re-Disneyfied” 
Pinocchio a stale, pedestrian feel, especially 
when compared to the vitality of del Toro’s 
approach. And when Hanks trots out a 
stereotypical Italian accent that sounds like 
it was stolen from silly video game stalwart 
Mario, it’s hard to know whether to laugh 
or cringe.

‘DISENCHANTED’ 
 Disenchanted is another case of Dis-
ney going back to a well once more, but 
it doesn’t feel like once too often. This 
pleasant, lively, cluttered continuation of 
2007’s Enchanted revisits the cartoon prin-
cess turned real-life woman Giselle, played 
once more by Amy Adams with verve, 
innocence and a relentless sweetness that 
is thankfully undercut by events in the 

movie. In the previous chapter, Giselle 
was sucked out of the animated storybook 
kingdom of Andalasia and plopped down 
into the harsh realities of modern-day New 
York City where she eventually adapts — 
while talking to the local fauna, singing 
and dancing as she would in a ’toon musi-
cal — and finds her true love: Robert, a 
handsome, pragmatic attorney and single 
dad played by Patrick Dempsey.
 Picking up a decade-plus later, Disen-
chanted finds the now-married Giselle 
and Robert with a baby daughter, while 
Robert’s daughter Morgan is now a sulky 
teen. An overwhelmed Giselle convinces 
Robert to move the family to a small town 
where she might find something akin to 
her origins. Yet, Giselle’s idyllic dreams 
are challenged when the local queen bee is 
reluctant to let the guileless newcomer into 
the fold. When Giselle’s princely former 
beau and his lady love (James Marsden 
and Idina Menzel reprising their Enchant-
ed roles) visit from Andalasia and bring 
a magical gift, Giselle is driven to use the 
boon to make her circumstances more like 
they were before she came to this dimen-
sion. Alas for Giselle, when you wish life 
were a fairy tale, you might not be thinking 
of the Grimm parts.
 It isn’t as dazzling as Enchanted, which 
had a ball with turning fairy tale tropes 
inside out and frankly had better musical 
numbers. To their credit, the Disney hon-
chos had the good sense to bring back the 
four principle actors and to add the come-

dic gem that is Maya Rudolph as Giselle’s 
small-town nemesis. Songwriters Alan 
Menken and Stephen Schwartz, whose 
Enchanted score was such a treat, are also 
in the fold once more; “Love Power,” their 
showpiece for Broadway superstar Men-
zel, is a high point, as is “Badder,” a duet/
duel between Adams and Rudolph. Yes, 
it’s overloaded with plot, and a familiari-
ty with Enchanted is recommended. Still, 
with the talent involved and accomplished 
director of contemporary movie musicals 
Adam Shankman at the helm, Disenchant-
ed — streaming on Disney+ — is never less 
than fun.

‘SPIRITED’
 Perhaps the Dickens-inspired Spirited 
merits lowered expectations, considering 
it’s a musical comedy starring odd cou-
ple Will Ferrell as the Ghost of Christ-
mas Present and Ryan Reynolds as the 
wildly amoral corporate public relations 
consultant the ghost is assigned to haunt 
and reform. Well, fie on such negativity! 
Spirited is, in fact, an enjoyable romp. 
The leads have decent chemistry and 
excellent comic timing, and the music 
by the Oscar-, Grammy-, and Tony-win-
ning team of Benj Pasek and Justin Paul 
is better-than-average fare. Ferrell and 
Reynolds sing and dance their hearts out 
— and don’t embarrass themselves. The 
reliable Octavia Spencer is onboard as the 
public relations guy’s right-hand woman, 
and Tracy Morgan skulks around as the 
visually chilling, verbally funky Ghost of 
Christmas Future. Director-coscreenwrit-
er Sean Anders hasn’t reinvented the Yule 
log here, and that’s O.K. Now available on 
Apple TV Plus, Spirited provides laughs, 
a bit of heart-tugging, occasional clever 
moments, catchy melodies, and an enthu-
siastic ensemble. It won’t be a lump of coal 
in your stocking; in fact, it may deck your 
halls.

Michael Snyder is a print and broadcast 
journalist who covers pop culture on The 
Mark Thompson Show, via YouTube, and 
on Michael Snyder’s Culture Blast, via 
GABNet.net, Roku, and iTunes. You can 
follow Michael on Twitter: @cultureblaster.

Snyder
continued from cover

Amy Adams, Gabriella Baldacchino, and Patrick Dempsey in Disenchanted. COURTESY 

OF DISNEY ENTERPRISES; INC. © 2022 DISNEY ENTERPRISES, INC. 
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Art World
continued from cover

with abstract expressionism. Brown aban-
doned this style to focus on smaller works 
more rooted in the figure, a distinctive 
style based more on memory than models 
or photographs as source material.
 
LIFE AS ART

Brown drew inspiration from many 
sources to create her offbeat body of work 
based on autobiography, fantasy, and 
whimsy as well as weightier metaphysical 
themes. She maintained a long-term rela-
tionship with SFMOMA, and even held 
her 1989 marriage to Michael S. Hebel 
in the museum under Alexander Calder’s 
mobiles. As a teacher she taught introduc-
tory painting and drawing classes at the 
California School of Fine Arts, and later 
was a professor of art at the University of 
California, Berkeley. 
 Brown, a swimming enthusiast, trained 
with International Hall of Fame swimming 
coach Charlie Sava, who appears in several 
of her portrait paintings. After successfully 
suing the Dolphin Club, the Ariel Club, 
and the South End Rowing Club to admit 
women, she became an active member of 
the Rowing Club. In 1975, Brown nearly 
drowned during a women’s Alcatraz swim 
in the San Francisco Bay, which became the 
subject of a series of introspective self-por-
traits. In After the Alcatraz Swim #1, the 
painting behind Brown depicts the fright-
ening swim in which she became disorient-
ed in the high waves, swimming in circles 
for over an hour before she was rescued.
 Brown’s life in San Francisco is reflected 
in works such as The Dancers in a City 
#2 and Gordon, Joan and Rufus in Front 
of S.F. Opera House. Other paintings, 
including The Golden Age: The Jaguar and 

The Tapir, The Long Journey, and A New 
Age: The Bolti Fish reveal Brown’s interest 
in self-understanding. 

 SYMBOLISM AND SPIRITUALITY
Imagery such as animals, objects, and 

swims in the bay created a symbology that 
reached its zenith in the 1980s. Later in life 
Brown concentrated on public sculpture 
and imagery based on Hindu and Egyp-
tian icons. Her involvement in public art 
stemmed from her desire to remove her 
work from the marketplace and the mach-
inations of art as commerce. Traveling the 
world and experiencing different cultures 
took her to India and, while installing 

one of her obelisks, she and several others 
died when a concrete turret from a balco-
ny collapsed. At the time of her death in 
1990, Brown had produced more than 400 
paintings and 50 sculptures. 
 “How do I know when I’ve finished a 
painting?” Brown said in a 1979 inter-
view. “It’s when that element of surprise 
is there. I can feel the flow start to happen 
just in terms of working, which is actually 
an altered state of consciousness.”
 
‘JOAN BROWN AND FRIENDS’

Coinciding with the Joan Brown retro-
spective, Bay Area Stories: Joan Brown and 
Friends is a collection-based installation 

linking the interconnected network of 
artists working in the Bay Area from the 
1950s through the 1980s and beyond. 
Brown serves as the primary coordinate 
between shared teachers, studios, homes 
and art institutions.

 “Joan Brown:” Mon.–Tue. 10 a.m.–5 
p.m., Thursday 1 p.m.–8 p.m., Fri.–Sun. 
10 a.m.–5 p.m., through March 12, $25, 
SFMOMA, 151 Third St., 415-357-4000, 
sfmoma.org

Sharon Anderson is an artist and writer in 
Southern California. She can be reached at 
mindtheimage.com.

Left to right: Joan Brown’s The Dancers in a City #2, 1972, and After the Alcatraz Swim #1, 1975. PHOTO: COURTESY SFMOMA
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Mom Sense    Seasonal celebrations

Favorite ways to enjoy holiday festivities in San Francisco

Family 

BY LIZ FARRELL

Each year it seems we barely
have time to take a deep breath 
after Thanksgiving before the hol-

iday season is upon us. This year many 
of our beloved holiday traditions are 
back after being put on pause due to 
Covid. Whether you prefer something 
outside or warm and cozy inside, there 
are so many wonderful activities to enjoy 
around the city that can help anyone, 
no matter your age, feel festive. The 
key, especially with children, is finding 
something age appropriate and not over 
scheduling, which can lead to over-tired 
children and frustrated parents. Wheth-
er you are looking for some inspiration 
or just to mix it up a bit, here are a few of 
our family favorites:

UNION SQUARE
 Even before Thanksgiving it was 
already starting to feel festive in Union 
Square, home to fabulous window deco-
rations, the city’s most popular ice-skat-
ing rink, and a beautiful Christmas tree 
that is sure to be the backdrop of many 
family photos. After last year’s viral vid-
eos of mass looting at stores in Union 
Square, there is an increased police pres-
ence designed to make everyone feel safe. 
The ice-skating rink is already open with 
lots of special events. Families might like 
the early morning (8–9 a.m.) sessions on 
Saturdays and Sundays where beginning 

skaters can get lessons from professional 
instructors for free. There is also “Let it 
Go” Wednesdays when you can skate to 
songs from Frozen and those in costume 
have a chance to win prizes. Sessions are 
60 minutes and begin every 90 minutes 
from 10 a.m. until 11 p.m. daily. Tickets 
are $20 and $15 for children 8 and under. 
 From Dec. 18–25, a 25-foot menorah 
will light up Union Square every night of 
Hanukah. The lighting ceremony starts 
at 5 p.m., but there will be kids crafts, 
food, music, and other activities for all 
to enjoy. 

GOLDEN GATE PARK
 Now that JFK Drive in Golden Gate 
Park is permanently car-free, expect there 
to be even more festive programming 
this year. Starting Dec. 1 when the tree 
lighting at McLaren Lodge took place, 
there will be public pianos and light-
ed attractions. One of the park’s most 
popular light attractions, “Entwined,” is 
returning for a second year to Peacock 
Meadow. This year’s exhibition is expect-
ed to be bigger and better with new and 
more interactive light displays. The show 
runs nightly starting at 5 p.m. 
 Also in Golden Gate Park just a short 
walk away is the Sky Star, which is a great 
way to get a full view of the park and the 
city on a clear night. After riding the 
wheel you can check out the bandshell 
for free, family-friendly concerts night-
ly through Dec. 10. The bandshell was 

brought to life during the pandemic with 
a new stage, new lighting, and a state-of-
the-art sound system.

AROUND TOWN
 Other favorites around town include 
the Fairmont Hotel’s two-story ginger-
bread house. This masterpiece stands 
22-feet tall and contains nearly 2,000 
pounds of candy. The house is open to the 
public for viewing, but if you are looking 
for an especially 
unique experience 
that comes with a 
pretty price, you 
can enjoy a private 
dining experience 
inside the famed 
gingerbread struc-
ture. Heading to 
the Fairmont for a 
Christmas picture 
in front of the beautiful tree in the lobby, 
a walk through the gingerbread house, 
and brunch is a great way for our family 
to get into the holiday spirit. 
 Another family tradition is going to 
the Nutcracker. When we were growing 
up, my husband and I both went every 
December with our families and now 
this is a fun family tradition we have 
passed down to our children. The Nut-
cracker is a classic story and an amaz-
ing experience performed by the super 
talented San Francisco Ballet. There are 
performances daily through December 

but purchase tickets early. I recommend 
this event for children 5 years and older, 
not just because the tickets are pricey but 
it is a long time to ask someone younger 
to sit still. 

 There are so many ways to experience 
the holidays in San Francisco, but no 
holiday celebration is complete without 
remembering the reason for the sea-
son. It is never too soon to include in 

your holiday tra-
ditions the impor-
tance of giving 
back. There are so 
many nonprofits 
helping the under-
served. Organiza-
tions such as St. 
Anthony’s or the 
San Francisco Fire 
Department’s toy 

drive are always happy to receive new 
toys or clothes for those in need. 
 I wish you all a happy holiday season 
and hope you can take time to remember 
the truly important thing this season, 
which is being together with family and 
friends.  Happy Holidays! 

Liz Farrell is the mother of three children 
and the founder of TechTalks, a consult-
ing group to help schools and families 
have productive conversations around 
social media and technology. Email:  
liz@marinatimes.com

Don’t over schedule, 
which can lead to  

over-tired children and 
frustrated parents.

Free standard shipping to the U.S.  |  miageskin.com
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by sta� using opioid antidotes like Nar-
can. Overdoses that occurred outside the 
center’s well-guarded walls were 7 percent 
more likely to result in death, according to 
a recent study (more on that study later). 
Tenderloin residents were unimpressed, 
even angry, with what they saw — drug 
dealers and users �ocking to the area, and 
a facility so enigmatic even I couldn’t get 
inside a�er revealing to security person-
nel that I was a journalist. “So let me get 
this straight,” I said to one very large man. 
“I can come in if I want to shoot fentanyl 
but not if I want to shoot what’s happen-
ing in there for a story.” As he nodded yes 
I leaned around him to snap a photo with 
my iPhone, but he put his hand in front 
of the lens. “No pictures allowed,” he said 
sternly.

�ere’s a good reason for the center’s 
secrecy. One worker, who spoke to me on 
condition of anonymity, told me about 
a guest known by other homeless for do-
ing sexual favors. “Today she came to the 
center telling everybody she ‘needed d**k,’ 
wearing a blonde wig and leopard-print 
handcu�s as she was walking through. 
Telling her to stop just made her do it 
more. It’s so absurd really. Nothing makes 
sense in the 
eld.” 

While that may be the reality at the cen-
ter, it’s not what the city sold to the public. 
“�is is not the city’s safe consumption 
site. �e site will not include medical over-
sight for safe drug use,” San Francisco’s 
o�cial government website proclaims, 
“However, guests may arrive at the facility 
a�er having used drugs. In order to pro-
mote safety, site sta� will include commu-
nity and peers who are trained in overdose 

prevention and harm reduction to mon-
itor and engage with guests who may be 
experiencing the e�ects of recent drug or 
other substance use.”

HEALTHRIGHT 360 FUDGES THE 
NUMBERS

As criticism of the center grew so did 
HR360’s desperation to keep their lucra-
tive deal, leading vice president of public 
a�airs and policy Gary McCoy to fudge the 

gures in an attempt to make the program 
look more successful than it was. 

Emails reveal DPH o�cials actively con-
spired with HR360 executives to minimize 
McCoy’s fabrication. In a Feb. 8, 2022, 
email to colleagues, Dr. Rob Ho�man, spe-
cial project manager with the DPH, wrote, 
“I think Gary is just making up random 
numbers.” �at was in reference to the 
659 “meaningful engagements” recorded 
by sta� for the week ending Feb. 7, 2022. 
Ho�man said he and a coworker had visit-
ed the linkage center over the same period, 
writing: “I observed the HR360 sta� and 
did not see anything that can account for 
the high numbers of meaningful engage-
ments.”

Alison Hawkes, DPH director of com-
munications, personally modi
ed a re-
sponse to press queries that replaced 
words like “mistake” and “inaccurately” 
with a sprinkle of public relations mag-
ic. �e original statement, written by 
Dr. Matthew Goldman, read, “Part-way 
through the most recent reporting period, 
the TLC metrics team discovered that one 
of the CBOs was inaccurately recording 
data on engagements. . . .  �is mistake has 
since been resolved.” Hawkes reworked it 
to say, “one of the providers at the site was 
de
ning engagements in a way inconsis-
tent with other teams on the site.”

Even public relations magic couldn’t 
erase the actual 
gures: Between January 
and March of 2022, just 18 of the 23,367 
visitors to the Tenderloin Linkage Center 
— or 0.7 percent — had been referred for 
medical or substance abuse treatment, and 
there was no way to track them.

�e word “linkage” was later dropped 
from the name, and the center is slated for 
closure on Dec. 4, but that doesn’t mean 
DPH is giving up — in fact, they’re looking 
to open additional sites based on the same 
model, and HR360 wants a slice of that 
golden goose, too.  

THE $500,000 STUDY EXECUTED 
BY HEALTHRIGHT 360

Last month, DPH released a study claim-
ing open air drug use and drug parapher-
nalia litter had decreased nearly 20 percent 
since the Tenderloin Center opened com-
pared to the same area in 2019. According 
to the project contract, the city paid Alex 
Kral of the North Carolina-based Research 
Triangle Institute nearly $335 per hour 
for 100 hours of “work.” �e total cost of 
the study came in at nearly half a million 
dollars, which also covered two people 
walking each Tenderloin block one time in 
2018, 2019, and 2022. �e cost, however, 
isn’t nearly as shocking as the client listed 
on the contract: none other than that lover 
of golden goose HR360, executed by Pres-
ident and CEO Vitka Eisen on April 14, 
2022. �e ceiling for billable hours was set 
at $499,815, and the billable hours came in 
at — you guessed it, $499,815. �e contract 
states these rates are “exclusive of travel, 
equipment, subcontracts, and other direct 
cost items, which will be billed separately.” 

HR360 has millions of reasons to want 
to keep their position as one of City Hall’s 
favorite recipients of tax dollars — with 

revenue of $144,275,651, they spend 
$64,822,045 in salaries and wages, which 
includes over $2 million in executive com-
pensation. Nine o�cers make between 
$234,000 and $312,450 annually. �e most 
highly compensated is CEO Vitka Eisen. 
Medical Director Ako Jacintho makes 
nearly $253,000 annually, despite the fact 
his medical license is limited on practice 
due to probation, which lasts through 
May 21, 2023. According to the Medical 
Board of California, Dr. Jacintho admitted 
to “gross negligence, repeated negligent 
acts, incompetence, failure to maintain 
adequate and accurate medical records, 
altered, modi
ed, or created false medi-
cal records, and prescribed drugs without 
prior medical examination or indication of 
care and treatment.”

In December 2021, Mayor London Breed 
announced a State of Emergency in the 
Tenderloin district, allowing city o�cials 
to “bypass the bureaucracy and expedite 
the process of increasing social services to 
help mitigate drug overdoses.” �e Tender-
loin Linkage Center sprang from that dec-
laration. In a statement on the HR360 web-
site, Eisen wrote, “�ere is a tired old trope 
about San Francisco being ungovernable 
because we can’t agree on things, but you 
won’t hear that from me. If you think I’m 
going to defend the status quo in the Ten-
derloin, I hate to disappoint you.” One year 
later, it’s safe to say she has disappointed 
us — and unless city o�cials start paying 
attention to where each slice of the golden 
goose goes, it surely won’t be the last time.

For an extended version of this column and 
more exclusive content, sign up for Susan’s free 
newsletter susanreynolds.substack.com. Fol-
low Susan and the Marina Times on Twitter: 
@SusanDReynolds and @�eMarinaTimes.
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