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When politics
trump friendship

and family
Have the promoters of 

discord won?

BY MICHAEL SNYDER

How’s the old saying go? Oh yeah: “Politics 

makes strange bedfellows.” Over the past few 

years, we’ve learned that politics can actually 

drive a fellow (or a gal) from your bed. And tear apart 

families. And destroy friendships.

On the verge of what appears to be the most 

consequential presidential election in modern

American history, the fear across the divide grows — 

as does the mistrust, as does the acrimony. This goes 

beyond people defriending one another on Facebook 

for backing one candidate over another. Lifelong bonds 

are being broken as MSNBC viewers can no longer 

stand to be in the company of Fox News viewers and 

vice versa.
What used to be just arguments at Thanksgiving 

dinner with your cantankerous uncle, uptight

cousin, or dithering grandmother have escalated into 

Community

Musician and activist Madame Gandhi on the 

Asian Art Museum calendar 

BY SUSAN DYER REYNOLDS

Neighbors in the Richmond District have been 

begging their supervisor, Sandra Fewer, to deal 

with a growing homeless situation known as the 

18th Avenue encampment. On Aug. 17, a group of 40 res-

idents and 10 small businesses on Geary Boulevard sent a 

letter to city departments heads, the mayor, and Fewer. The 

letter outlined five months of violence, vandalism, crime, 

drugs, and assaults. Worst of all, a Megan’s Law Registered 

Sex Offender named Gregory Keith Smith (known by his 

street name, “Alabama”) was living in the encampment — 

right across from the YMCA’s daycare. Supervisor Fewer 

insisted she was powerless, so residents turned to neighbor 

and supervisorial candidate Marjan Philhour, who guided 

them in their quest to clean up the camp. San Francisco 

Police arrested Smith, who was also in possession of a large 

amount of methamphetamine. Department of Public Works 

arrived and cleared piles of abandoned furniture, applianc-

es, snow skis, broken “chop shop” bicycles, and even a hos-

pital gurney. SF Healthy Streets came and announced they 

San Francisco
needs big change

Endorsements for the 

supervisor candidates most 

likely to bring it

REYNOLDS RAP, continued on 4

BY LYNETTE MAJER

It’s a livestreaming life we’re 

all living these days as we adapt to 

what we must, just as museums, 

theater and dance companies, and 

other groups have done. While muse-

ums have been granted reopening 

status, most happening this month 

and offering free admission, other 

performances and lectures remain 

livestream and on-demand only.

Perhaps not our first choice, these 

methods do have benefits, like our 

seeking out new kinds of entertain-

ment. Consider this month musician 

and activist Madame Gandhi’s lives-

treaming performance, which will 

feature a new composition, “Young 

Indian,” from her most recent album, 

Visions. She will also discuss her 

South Asian artist identity and her 

mission to celebrate gender liber-

ation. Young Indian: Madame 

Gandhi: Thursday, Oct. 8, 5:30 p.m.; 

$0¬$25, asianart.org

See our calendar on page 11 for 

details on museum reopenings and 

additional livestreaming and on-de-

mand events. 
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Making change

Supervisor Stefani calls for steps to fight crime. p. 3

Supervisor Peskin says make the ballot box work. p. 6

John Zipperer highlights the good news that’s being 

obscured by tweetstorms. p. 12

More online
Lou Barberini on local 

government corruption, plus 

event listings, and more. 
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Madame Gandhi’s performance and lecture airs in October. PHOTO: ASIANART.ORG

Modern Dining

all planets revolving around the cor-

ner of Columbus Avenue and Broad-

way Street.
 This is as close as we come to 

Times Square — a sublime mix of 

bohemians, bon vivants, buskers, 

and boozers. The tourists and jetset-

ters crowd in for good reason. Don’t 

we all want to feel some authentic 

licentiousness when we travel? 

 I have lived here 32 years. These 

are some grim times like none since 

9/11, and unlike those sad days, 

these stretch on and on. Still, I had 

the best time I’ve ever had in North 

Beach just the other day, a Monday 

afternoon no less.

SUNSHINE, LOBELIA, AND 

PIZZA
 A wonderfully ordinary sun found 

its way to the pavement, the apoc-

alyptic orange smog long gone. I 

was sitting in a new dining deck 

outside Tony’s Pizza Napoletana. 

A light breeze tickled the lavender 

lobelia in the planter box next to 

me. A workman was adding Italian 

tricolor striping to the corner posts 

surrounding our table. I was crunch-

ing on Tony’s amazing Cal-Italia 

brick-oven pizza. Saints Peter and 

Paul Church lorded over everything 

from across Washington Square. I 

felt like Marilyn Monroe in my little 

world at Union and Stockton Streets.

 Who would have ever suspected 

such a delightful scene in the midst 

of a deadly pandemic? North Beach, BY KAT ANDERSON

North Beach is the true 

heart of San Francisco. 

We have so many essential 

neighborhoods, but for me they are 

A North Beach treasure 

hunt for eating

The author reviews her notes at Tony’s Pizza Napolitana in North Beach 

as a workman puts finishing touches on the outside dining deck.  

PHOTO: CARL HALL, GUILD FREELANCERS
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The future of familiesWhy it should matter to all of usBY AARON PESKIN

Iwanted to focus this month’s column on  
amplifying the struggles of families and their chil-
dren throughout the district and the city during

this endless Covid-19 pandemic. The shutdown has
highlighted deep inequities in our society, especially
in our education and childcare systems. We should
all be worried about how this pandemic is impacting
our kids.

Back in April, my office organized a meeting
with all the San Francisco Unified School District
(SFUSD) school social workers and family liaisons
working on the front lines with families in District
3 schools. The stories relayed of parents battling  
isolation, the digital divide, food insecurity, inad-
equate health care and a lack of culturally compe-
tent communication from the school district was  
heartbreaking. Last month, SFUSD confirmed 
that schools will begin the school year with dis-
tance learning and, with the predictions of a fall
surge of Covid cases, we can assume that distance
learning will continue until at least the end of the
calendar year. Given SFUSD’s flat-footed rollout of  
distance learning last semester and lack of prepara-
tion for this semester, here are some requests I’m
hearing from parents and teachers for all of us to
think about and make happen: 

District 3 Supervisor

San Francisco’s Fillmore jazz scene revisited

BY SUSAN DYER REYNOLDS

But never, ever do you abuse your power for personal gain.
The reasons are twofold.One, it’s wrong.And two, you’re going to get caught.

— Willie Brown in his Feb. 1 San Francisco Chronicle  column “Willie’s World,” after the arrest of former protégé and DPW boss Mohammed NuruIn September 2014, after City Administra- 
tor Naomi Kelly unceremoniously fired director of 
Animal Care and Control Rebecca Katz for “not 

being a team player,” I wrote a column called “It’s still 
Willie Brown’s town: Personal politics run amuck at City 
Hall.” I interviewed numerous San Francisco employees 
who had nothing bad to say about Katz, and nothing 
good to say about Kelly, or about her husband, San 
Francisco Public Utilities Commission general manager 
Harlan Kelly Jr. 

The city family is a Machiavellian tragedyAs the FBI picks off his protégés, will Willie Brown’s luck run out?

REYNOLDS RAP, continued on 4

BY SHARON ANDERSON

Just west of San Francisco’s City Hall is a neighborhood that has had many names over the years. First, the Western Addition, and then after large Victorian mansions were constructed, the 20-square blocks around Fillmore Street were 

referred to as the Fillmore District. After the earthquake and fire of 1906, the neighborhood changed forever. It became a financial and retail center, a melting pot that included Japanese, Pilipino, Hispan-ic, African American, Russian, and Jewish populations living together. This rich cultural environment later 

gave birth to the San Francisco jazz scene of the 1940s and 1950s as described in Harlem of The West by Elizabeth Pepin Silva and Lewis Watts. The story is constructed as a conversational history consisting of anecdotes from people who were there, giving it the intimacy of a
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Reopening newsNews Briefs reports on big Muni changes. p. 2Leslie Drapkin reveals how shops and restaurants are 
springing back to life on Union Street. p. 6 Liz Farrell looks at school in the age of Covid. p. 10

More online
Expanded real estate interview, the Coastal Commuter, and more. 
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From left: Skippy Warren, bass; Henry “Cowboy” Noyd, drums; Jerome Richardson, and Pony Poindexter on 

stage at Bop City, 1950s. PHOTO: STEVE JACKSON JR. 

Michael Snyder on ... Film

men. Now, decades after the femi-nist movement brought the battle for women’s rights into the mainstream, things appear to be genuinely chang-ing for the better. Old biases and systemic male chauvinism seem to be falling by the wayside in civi-

lized circles, even if there’s more true equality and respect to be achieved. That being the case, it’s rather seren-dipitous to see a pair of new movies that illustrate the struggle for female empowerment in two radically dif-ferent milieus, and — Minerva be praised — they are both directed by women.

‘RADIOACTIVE’ For the most part, Radioactive is a scrupulously produced period bio-pic about Marie Curie that reveals crucial moments in her life as a revolution-ary anomaly — a female scientist, specifically a physicist and chemist, in the 19th century. The Polish-born Parisian-dwelling Madame Curie, played as sturdy and determined by British actress Rosamund Pike (Gone Girl, Jack Reacher), was under con-stant pressure, despite the love and unwavering support of her husband and fellow scientist Pierre Curie (Sam Riley). Then, Pierre met an untimely demise, shattering Marie Curie and leaving their two daughters fatherless. Belittled by colleagues as the only woman among them, Curie sol-diered on. The fact that the Curies proved the existence of what Marie Curie named “radioactivity,” shar-

BY MICHAEL SNYDER

R egardless of gender, it isn’t easy being a pioneer, and historically, it’s been even tougher for women to blaze new paths in fields long dominated by 

Sisters in rock and researchPioneers get their moment in the spotlight

Irène Curie (Indica Watson ) with her mother, Marie Curie (Rosamund 
Pike), at a Parisian sidewalk cafe in Radioactive.  
PHOTO COURTESY OF AMAZON STUDIOS
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